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ince the advent of the nazi terror group Combat 18 and its exclu- 

sive exposure by Searchlight five years ago, we have persistently 

warned that one day people would die as a result of its violence, 
which has included arson attacks, beatings of women, letter bombs, hit 
lists and numerous death threats. 

Despite personal danger, including a letter bomb and an attack on a photogra- 
pher, Searchlight’s team of investigative journalists, moles, researchers and 
photographers have never let up in pursuit of these terrorists. Several key C18 
activists have been imprisoned as a result of their publications, which contained 
hit lists and bomb diagrams. 

Eighteen months ago, at a meeting between Searchlight and Essex police 
officers, both sides agreed that when the festering split in the organisation finally 
exploded, someone was likely to die. At stake was not only political power but the 
huge amounts of money generated by the international nazi music industry. 

Now two key players from the old C18 leadership have been jailed for murder. 
However we are not dropping our guard, nor are the police, otherwise what 
remains of the two factions could be more dangerous than anything that has 
preceeded them. 
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Police in Essex are bracing themselves for a 
new wave of fighting between Combat 18 and 
its former members, who now call themselves 
the National Socialist Movement, after Paul 
David “Charlie” Sargent and Martin Cross 
were both found guilty of murdering Chris 
Castle in Harlow, Essex on 10 February 1997. 
“We are expecting trouble and contingency 
plans have been put in place,” a senior officer 
told the press. 

The few supporters of Sargent who turned 
up at the court on the day of the verdict 
promised revenge against those remaining in 
C18. C18 supporters taunted Steve Sargent, 
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Charlie’s brother, as they left the court. Phil 
Edwards, a close friend of the deceased, also 
known as Phil the Thug, told Eddie Stanton, 
the prime aggressor from the Sargent camp: 
“You will be hearing from me”. 

The police said it would be naive to believe 
that they could contain the violence at all 
times. Another officer asked almost in exas- 
peration, “why Essex?” 

In what was described as a vicious, violent 
and cowardly attack, the court heard how 
Charlie Sargent and Cross planned the attack 
on Castle, a man who everyone agreed had no 
malice. The police officers who led the 
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The pub in Galleywood w 


inquiry told a press conference that this was 
little more than an execution. In what even 
the barristers described as a quite extraordi- 
nary case, past and present C18 supporters 
testified against each other in open court. 
While Cross admitted to stabbing Castle, the 
judge told the court that Sargent was the 
prime instigator. 

The case revealed much about the personal- 
ities of the men who ran C18, the huge 
amount of money generated through the sale 
of nazi CDs, and the paranoia and thuggery 
of those involved. On one side were those 
loyal to Sargent, perhaps the more moderate 
wing of the movement; opposing him were 
those who favoured a more terrorist route. 
However, the feud was primarily a struggle 
between two men, the man who originally 
established C18 and the man who runs it now. 

The court was told of a long-running feud 
within C18 that had often spilled out into vio- 
lence and threats, which did not stop with the 
murder. A number of witnesses were attacked 
and threatened in the run-up to the trial, and 
at least one person has been given a police 
safe house, while others refused the offer. 
During the trial eight men were arrested after 
an alleged attack on a defence witness in 
Chelmsford town centre. The victim claimed 
that the men told him not to testify, something 
that they denied in court. However, as a result 
of a police investigation into this incident, 
Searchlight is unable to name those involved, 
nor mention them in the context of the mur- 
der case. 

The dispute focused around money, the 
leadership, tactics and accusations that certain 
people were police informers. Sargent told 
the court that he believed his right-hand man, 
Mr X, who controlled the CD business, was 
stealing money. He alleged that over 
£100,000 was unaccounted for. Cross told the 
court that Mr X thought Sargent was working 
for the state and regularly made threats to kill 
him. Mr X, giving evidence, agreed that he 
thought Sargent was working for the state but 
denied threatening to kill him. 

The Crown argued that Sargent and Cross 


here in February 1997 Charlie Sargent (centre) pl 





conspired to commit grievous bodily harm 
and laid a trap to ambush their victim. The 
prosecution alleged that Castle was the inno- 
cent victim of a feud that had been raging 
within C18 for several months. He was 
attacked to teach the rival faction a lesson, the 
court heard. 

The attack was planned two days before the 
murder, when Sargent and other nazis cele- 
brated Cross’s birthday in a pub in 


The dispute focused around 
money, the leadership, tactics 
and accusations that certain 
people were police informers. 
Sargent told the court that he 
believed his right-hand man, 
who controlled the CD 
business, was stealing money. 
He alleged that over £100,000 
was unaccounted for. 


Galleywood, Chelmsford. There was intense 
abuse of Mr X that night, most of it emanat- 
ing from Sargent. It was in this pub that 
Sargent approached Steve Vogel, a C18 sup- 
porter and kick-boxer for England. He told 
Vogel of a visit he was expecting from Mr 
X’s camp in the following few days and how 
he wanted to organise a reception committee. 
Sargent was getting fed up, Vogel told the 
court. He was talking about sorting matters 
out physically, about teaching Mr X a lesson 
for stealing the money. “I would like to show 
that thieving f*** exactly what we’re made 
of,” Sargent told Vogel. 

At the time Sargent was unsure when the 
visitor was coming. He had been involved in 
discussions with Mark Atkinson for over a 
week about the return of his plastering tools, 
in exchange for which Sargent was to hand 


anned the crime 


* occasions. 


over £1,000 and the move- 
ment’s mailing list, which 
Sargent told the court 
amounted to 13,000 names. 
Atkinson, now in prison for 
his role in the distribution of 
the C18 hit list publication 
The Stormer, had become a 
leading activist in C18 after 
Sargent left and formed the 
rival NSM. Mr X said that 
once the exchange was done, 
C18 wanted no further deal- 
ings with Sargent. 

While Sargent was out 
drinking, Atkinson made two 
calls to the mobile home 
belonging to Sargent’s com- 
mon-law wife, Maxine 
Durrant. Sargent told the 
court that he did not pick up 
the messages from his 
answering machine, and so 
had no idea that Castle was 
to visit that Monday. This 
formed the crux of the 
defence case, namely that 
Castle’s visit was unexpected 
and, in fear of an attack, the defendants acted 
in self-defence. 

Sargent and Cross were lying. During a 
witness statement given in the hope of secur- 
ing a conviction against Mr X, Sargent admit- 
ted: “When we got in I played the answer- 
phone tape”. 

“Charlie Sargent has been lying and lying 
very hard about knowledge of the meeting,” 
Christopher Ball QC told the court. “Why? 
Because it put all that happened into a new 
light.” 

With the knowledge that Castle would be 
visiting early on Monday morning, Sargent 
set about recruiting people to his side. First he 
rang Vogel and asked him if he was up for 
football on Monday, an agreed code for a 
fight. Vogel declined, fearing trouble and 
worried about taking time off work. 

So Sargent turned to Cross, his friend for 
over 20 years. In the course of five telephone 
calls, he persuaded Cross to back him up. 
Cross blatantly lied to the court on numerous 
First he claimed he was not 
involved in C18, which the judge and jury 
simply did not accept. Then he lied about 
why he went to Harlow that Monday morn- 
ing, saying it was because their wives were 
taking the children shopping. With Sargent 
offering a quite different version of events, 
the jury saw through the lies. 

At shortly after 7.00 on Monday morning, 
Sargent and Durrant drove from Harlow to 
Galleywood to collect Martin and Kelly 
Cross. Cross was initially reluctant, but 
Sargent succeeded in persuading him. 
According to both men they simply had a few 
things to talk over. But why, the prosecution 
argued, did they need to get up at such an 
early hour? 

The reason was simple. Castle was due at 
Harlow at 9.30 and Sargent wanted to be in 
position beforehand. After the women and 
children had left, Sargent and Cross lay in 
wait. But Castle was late and not alone. 
Accompanying him was Mr X, who was 
dropped off away from the house in order not 
to intimidate Sargent. “It was a simple 
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exchange, after that I wanted nothing to 
do with the man,” Mr X told the court. 

Mr X’s presence was unbeknown to 
Sargent and Cross, who had thought 
that no one would be able to refute the 
story they were intending to concoct. 

Castle parked his car in the car park 
and walked up to the door. A few 
moments later, Mr X saw Castle and 
Sargent return to the car and collect the 
tools. They then went back into the 
house. 

It was there that the fatal stabbing 
took place. Sargent and Cross both 
claimed they were under attack and 
acted in self-defence. They argued that 
there was at least one other person in 
the hall; previous statements by Steve 
Sargent claim there were six people. 
Once again conflicting accounts 
revealed their deceit. Cross maintained 
he heard a loud bang, which he thought 
was the door being kicked in, while 
Sargent spoke of a tap on the door and a 
conversation with Castle before a fight 
broke out. 

The reality was quite different. It was 
always the Crown’s case that the defen- 
dants might not have intended to kill 
Castle, but only to injure him. That 
intention was enough to make the crime 
murder. 

Castle stumbled out of the house, shouting 
Mr X’s name in a cry for help. His friend 
came and literally dragged Castle to a 
gatepost in the car park. There was blood 
everywhere, but Mr X could not find a 
wound. It was only when he turned Castle 
around that he saw a single knife wound to 
his back. The court heard a pathologist’s evi- 
dence that only severe force could have 
caused such an injury. The knife had passed 
through the lower left loin and upwards into 
the heart. The blade was 20cm long, yet the 
wound was 22cm deep and Castle had been 
wearing a thick leather jacket and work 
clothes. 

Mr X was fuming, but initially unaware 
that his friend was dying. He went back up 
the alley leading to the house and com- 
menced a ten-minute slanging match with 
Sargent and Cross. “You’re a backstabber, 
you’ve always been a backstabber,” he was 
heard shouting. When Cross objected that 
there were women and children around, Mr X 
responded, “it’s not you I want, it’s that grass 
next to you”. 

It was during this exchange that Cross 
shouted out: “He’s a casualty of war”. 

The prosecution claimed that Mr X’s 
venom was aimed at Sargent for no other rea- 
son than that he thought Sargent had inflicted 
the wound. If Mr X had been in the doorway, 
as the defendants claimed, then he would 
have known that Cross was responsible. 

The other element to the defence case was 
that Mr X was armed with a gun, a notion that 
the jury thought was nonsense. Listening to 
the ensuing argument was Lewis Rothwell, a 
neighbour of Sargent, whom Sargent des- 
cribed as “a bit rough”. Rothwell heard the 
angry abuse but at no time did he see Mr X. 

After the argument ended, Sargent asked 
Rothwell to tell the police that he had seen a 
man with a gun run from the house. When the 
defence argued that he was merely being 





4 Searchlight, February 1998 





Mugshot of a mug: Charlie Sargent in 
police custody. Below: in the wrong 
place at the wrong time: Chris Castle, 
killed to teach Sargent’s rivals a lesson 











reminded to tell the police the truth, Rothwell 
was insistent that he had been asked to lie. 
According to Rothwell, the story of a gun was 
nonsense. 

This was the only reference to a fact that 
was seemingly obvious to the court. After 
seeing his friend stabbed, if Mr X had had a 
gun he would have used it. While the prose- 
cution could not say so, the more the defence 
blackened Mr X’s character, the more obvi- 
ous it became. 

Summing up, the prosecution said that the 
story of the gun had grown in the telling. By 
the time Sargent went into the witness box, he 
had claimed that he had seen Mr X with guns 
on 14 different occasions, including a 
Derringer, the gun he claimed Mr X was car- 


rying that day. However, 
during police questioning, 
Sargent had denied he had 
ever seen a Derringer in the 
possession of Mr X before. 

After the argument, Mr X 
flagged down a taxi and 
took Castle to hospital, 
where he died an hour later. 

Mr X was immediately 
arrested and held for three 
weeks on suspicion of 
aggravated burglary. The 
principal witness against 
him was Sargent. 
Repeatedly, police attempt- 
ed to question Mr X but, in 
accordance with Cl18’s 
code, he remained silent. 
However, it slowly emerged 
that another version of 
events was circulating. 

The police told journalists 
after the verdict that their 
most important — break- 
through was achieving the 
cooperation of Mr X. After 
long discussions with his 
lawyers, he agreed to give a 
full statement. After that, 
other people began to come 
forward. This new evidence 
put a radically different light on the case. 

Vogel came forward to testify that Sargent 
had tried to recruit him for the attack. Vogel 
told the court that he met Sargent two weeks 
after the murder, at a pub in Romford. 
Sargent had boasted about the killing, telling 
Vogel that that Castle was a mug. “He was 
just a skinhead and wasn’t worth a flying 
f***”” Vogel told the court that he was dis- 
gusted with Sargent and after much thought, 
decided to make a statement to the police. 

Castle, whom all sides described as friendly 
and without malice, was the innocent victim 
of a pre-arranged attack. While he supported 
the far right, the court was told he was not an 
active participant. When it was suggested that 
Castle was a friendly man with no enemies, 
even Sargent accepted that was a fair 
comment. 

Searchlight believes this will not be the last 
blood spilt in this right-wing war, nor of their 
political victims. We repeat our assertion that 
C18 is a violent nazi organisation that for 
whatever reason was allowed to continue 
unchecked for five years. Searchlight has 
long voiced its concern over possible links 
between the Sargent family and the state, per- 
haps now, after Castle’s vicious murder, the 
truth will emerge. 

Sargent in the dock looked a sad, inade- 
quate loser. At just over five foot tall, wearing 
glasses for the first time in his life and having 
grown his hair, he looked exactly like the 
nobody he is. Leading C18 was a means of 
becoming important beyond his natural abili- 
ty and incredibly wealthy, although he always 
encouraged other people to do his dirty work. 
One statement to the police summed up his 
pathetic imagination. “We are probably the 
most violent neo-nazi group in the whole 
f***ing world, probably. We’re not a bunch 
of ballerinas, are we?” 

Dream on. Searchlight hopes Sargent rots 
in jail. 





Minister meets friend of nazi terrorists 


r i Y he Northern Ireland peace pro- 
cess has thrown up some 
strange, and sometimes worry- 

ing, situations. The sight of Mo 

Mowlam, the Northern Ireland 

Minister, hobnobbing with imprisoned 

paramilitary killers to help move the 

peace process forward is bad enough. 

To see her chatting to nazi and fascist 

supporters such as Billy “Mad Dog’ 

Adair, who is a close friend of Combat 

18’s_ former leaders, and Sam 

McCrory, complete with White Power 

tattoo on his hand, would seem to be 

beyond the call of duty. 


As a former C18 and British National Party 
activist told Searchlight recently, at what 
point will the Minister sit down with C18’s 
ex-leaders themselves to see if they wish to 
contribute to the talks, considering they were 
so active in running guns and selling drugs on 
behalf of the Ulster paramilitaries. 

A contact in Ulster has informed us that 
Sam “Skelly” McCrory was one of the men 
featured in a photograph in the July 1985 edi- 
tion of Searchlight, marching with the 
National Front in Northern Ireland and tuck- 
ing into a bag full of glue. 

Current reports indicate that McCrory, who 
is serving 16 years for conspiracy to murder, 
told Dr Mowlam on her visit to the Maze that 
he would vote against any proposal by the 
prisoners to support the peace process. 

It is not clear whether she got around to 
meeting Sean Leighton, another longterm 
Maze prisoner, who boasts in letters to his 
nazi friends of the number of copies of illegal 
C18 publications he sells on his wing in the 
prison. 

Both sides in the war between the remain- 
der of C18, under the leadership of Will 
Browning, and its new opposing counterpart, 
the National Socialist Movement, appear to 
be doing their utmost to keep a toehold in 
Northern Ireland and at least to retain their 
links with the mainland loyalists. A number 
of nazi music gigs have been held in Ulster 
and nazi banners have begun to appear again 
on football terraces there. 

Both sides have been courting the convict- 
- ed gun runner and thug Terry Blackham and 
his brother, who now appear to be the chief 
honchos in what is left of the NF. 

Since the forces of fascist darkness com- 























Searchlight’s 1985 photo. Below: Combat 18 flags at Windsor Park stadium 


bined to demonstrate against the Roma 
refugees in Dover last November, the cross 
fertilised mob has been making lightning 
appearances at a number of London street 
markets as well as at the old nazi stamping 
ground of Brick Lane in east London. Linda 
Cooper, née Miller, a former BNP candidate 
and now a sworn Ku Klux Klan member, 
turns up at these outings in the company of 
Blackham and Steve Sargent of the NSM. 

Eyewitnesses to these events report that a 
couple of nazis stand around with a flag and 
some publications and leaflets, while the 
majority, who come from the nazi bootboy 
tendency, stand guard. 

The most recent nazi outing in Northern 
Ireland occurred at an Irish league match on 
10 January between Cliftonville and Linfield, 
played at the Windsor Park international soc- 
cer stadium. 

As Searchlight was going to press, the 
nazis were pulling out all the stops in support 
of their loyalist colleagues by trying to organ- 
ise the largest ever turnout against the annual 
Bloody Sunday march in London on 24 
January. At the last mass nazi protest against 
the march, more than 300 of them were 
arrested. 








Blackham appears to be the main organiser 
of the nazi mobilisation, operating from his 
box number in Beckenham, Kent. The 
Bloody Sunday march always attracts a heavy 
police presence, and so it is more than likely 
that any fighting that takes place will be 
between rival nazi factions rather than 
between republicans and loyalists. 


Wishful thinking 


The Yuletide edition of League Sentinel, 
the tatty rag published by the hard-core 
nazi outfit, the League of St George, 
included a short and very badly informed 
obituary for Searchlight’s editor Gerry 
_Gable. a man who ha s been for more than 
two decades a bane in their lives. 

Working on the principle that the dead 
cannot sue, the item included at least one 
statement that according to Searchlight’s 
legal advisers was seriously defamatory. 
The tale has been passed around the far 
right for so long and has got so embel- 
lished along the way that any grain of 
truth it might once have contained has 
vanished. The postscript to the story, 
which reveals that Gable is alive after all, 
does not detract from the libel. 

Searchlight would rather spend its time 
and money on media exposure of the likes 
of the people behind League Sentinel than 
on dragging them expensively through the 
courts. However, when we win the lottery 
— and it surely must happen one day as 
part of the “worldwide Jewish conspiracy” 
— we shall hire a team of top class lawyers 
to sue and bankrupt the faceless nazis 
behind the League’s publication. On sec- 
ond thoughts maybe we’ll have better 
things to do. 
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eighton Gareth Jones, a 

Combat 18 supporter 

from South Wales, is fac- 
ing imprisonment for his involve- 
ment in producing neo-nazi CDs. 
Jones pleaded guilty in January 
at Newport Crown Court to 
organising the production of five 
highly racist CDs. Among them 
was the highly inflammatory 
album Barbecue in _ Rostock, 
undoubtedly the most racist and 
illegal CD produced by C18. 

The outrageous CD was first exposed 
during Searchlight’s special investiga- 
tion into the nazi music scene in 
Britain. The album was recorded by the 
band No Remorse, and produced by 
ISD Records, C18’s nazi record label. 

Every one of the songs is full of 
vicious hatred and threats of violence. 
The lyrics go far beyond anything pro- 
duced before, at least in Europe. The 
album always refers to black people as 
wogs, niggers or pakis, and there are 
repeated threats to murder them. Jews 
are referred to as Yids and there are 
gloating references to the Holocaust. 

The album was designed to cause 
offence. In an accompanying newslet- 
ter, No Remorse wrote “F*** the Race 
Laws” and boasted that the album’s 
lyrics were guaranteed to incite racial 
hatred. The album’s title is a sick refer- 
ence to the pogrom against a refugee 
hostel in Rostock, Germany, in August 
1992, when neo-nazis ran riot and burnt 
the hostel to the ground. 

The Barbecue in Rostock CD hit the 
national press after Searchlight revealed 
that it had been manufactured at 
Nimbus (UK), one of the world’s 
largest CD producers. In all, Jones 
organised the production of five ISD 
albums through Nimbus (UK), which is 
based in Gwent, South Wales. 

At first Nimbus (UK) strenuously 
denied any involvement in pressing the 
CD, maintaining that position even after 
Searchlight obtained information from 
British Phonographic Industry (BPI) 
experts who read the CD’s coding. A 
spokeswoman from the company even 
told a Searchlight journalist that while 
the company was disgusted by neo-nazi 
music, “it is only interested in commer- 
cial decisions and cannot make moral 
judgments about the material we pro- 
duce’. It was only when the company 
began to receive calls from the national 
press that it took the issue seriously, by 
which time it had already threatened 
legal action against Searchlight. 

Eventually the Managing Director of 
Nimbus (UK) was forced to admit the 
company’s involvement and the severi- 
ty of the situation after Searchlight 
faxed the lyrics to him. Although he 
contended that the company had not 
been aware of the illegal contents of 
the CD, a claim that Searchlight 
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accepted, he immediately called in the police. 

The significance of the case was not lost on 
other CD manufacturers, and a six-page arti- 
cle on the issue appeared in their trade jour- 
nal. Entitled “Offensive Content Whose 
Responsibility?” the article concluded that 
measures taken to prevent the production of 
illegal or offensive material were wholly 
inadequate. 

As a result of the article and coverage of 
the Barbecue in Rostock CD, Searchlight has 
already cooperated with one CD manufactur- 
er to prevent production of a right-wing CD, 
and is currently working with the BPI to 
highlight the issue of neo-nazi music. 

The incident has brought other benefits. 
ISD Records has now shifted operations out- 
side Britain for fear of increased police and 
anti-fascist resistance. They are now based in 
Scandinavia, assisted by Marcel Schilf, a neo- 
nazi bomb-maker and owner of NS88 
Records. That said, Schilf has also suffered. 
He is currently under investigation in 
Denmark and is likely to face charges as a 
result. Unfortunately, but unsurprisingly, the 
CD has gone down well in Germany, where it 
is also highly illegal. Several bootleg versions 
of the CD have circulated throughout the 
country. 

While Jones was an active and committed 
supporter of C18, he was also the fall guy for 
the album. The No Remorse band members 
were fully aware that the CD was likely to 
break the law and so decided to remove them- 
selves from involvement in its distribution. 
Jones was not so smart, as a result of which 
he will soon be languishing in a cell. 


Jones (left, sitting) with Billy Bartlett of Celtic Warrior before they fell out 


C18 supporter faces jail for race hate CDs 








Jones was well known to Searchlight. A 
close friend of No Remorse’s Gary Smith, 
who also lives in Wales, he was active in C18 
affairs in South Wales. Another close friend 
was David Braddon, the man who booked 
and organised the Caerphilly Blood and 
Honour gig, which ended in a riot and consid- 
erable damage to a pub. The trouble was only 
quelled with the arrival of over 20 police 
vans. 

Jones was previously also a friend of Billy 
Bartlett, the lead singer of Cardiff-based 
Celtic Warrior, accompanying the band to 
Northern Ireland, where they posed for pho- 
tographs in front of loyalist wall paintings. 
However, that friendship was not to last, as 
Bartlett saw the financial possibilities in 
breaking from Blood and Honour and going it 
alone. Jones stayed loyal to C18 and was part 
of a four-man team who stormed Bartlett’s 
flat to attack the French skinhead leader, Greg 
Remers. Bartlett did not forget the treachery 
of his former friends, entitling a song on his 
latest album, “So-called friends’. It was dedi- 
cated to Jones and the others who participated 
in the attack. 

Since his arrest life has become hard for 
Jones. He has virtually cut himself off from 
the right-wing movement, spiralling into a fit 
of depression and drug addiction. He disap- 
peared for a while, and until the final court 
session, it was uncertain whether he would 
turn up. Summing up after Jones entered his 
guilty plea, the judge told the court that the 
defendant would be heading for a custodial 
sentence. He will reappear in court for sen- 
tencing this month. 


Last fling from the sick old man of the far right 


( Nd Jordan, Britain’s postwar nazi 
godfather, is very ill again, following 
his miraculous retreat from death’s 

door last year, and is getting crankier as he 

gets sicker. The most recent issue of his hate 
sheet, Gothic Ripples, is a telling example of 
his present state of mind. 

Last year he tried to goad some virile 
young Aryan warriors to go out and “have a 
go” at Searchlight and at somebody he accus- 
es of smashing the Hess memorial in 
Scotland a few years ago. He is now offering 
a £300 reward to track this person down. 

He claims that the original reward has been 
topped up by certain people operating from 
Forest House in Liss, Hampshire, the head- 
quarters of the International Third Position 
and the home of the ageing antisemite Rosine 
de Bounevialle (see Searchlight, January 
1998). 

So far the only result has been a tatty death 
threat sent to a couple of women. 

It was the rest of the contents of Gothic 
Ripples that caused a Yuletide upset among 
Britain’s far, far right. The British National 
Party is once and for all put beyond the pale 
for selling out national socialism by standing 





—rni 
Fug 


oY 6p CLEVER NOw. A 
Sie nN OW Small the w: i ’ 


LET NO ROCK BE Yarns zometines 1 RE you! 


E UNTURNED | Be 


warned! 


lack bastard 









wl ak 
WHITE REVO, UTION Is TF} 


ME ONLY SOLUTION; 
88/14 


WHITE wotves 


1953 - 1984 


——! 














in elections. Then he slightly chastises the 
leadership of the National Socialist 


Movement, formerly the Sargent wing of 
Combat 18, for taking over the name of his 
own openly nazi party of 1962, and goes on 
to praise Will Browning’s rival C18 
publication, Strikeforce, clearly taking 
Browning’s side in his dispute with the for- 
mer C18 leadership. 

A list of political prisoners for whom 
Jordan is soliciting support includes a number 
of C18 prisoners but omits all the imprisoned 
NSM officers and activists. 

When Jordan tried to make Searchlight a 
target in the previous issue of Gothic Ripples 
we threatened to report him to the police, but 
eventually decided it was not worth while 
getting drawn into a time consuming row 
with the senescent nazi. His offer of money 
for information about the people whom 
he is targeting places his activities on a 
more dangerous level. Death threats have 
already been sent to addresses that he has 
mistakenly put in the firing line. It is time to 
call a halt. 

Searchlight has passed material to the 
police in Scotland, who appear to be more 
than a little concerned about the content and 
tone of Gothic Ripples. 





Dead man walking 


A man found dead in a flat in Reading on 
New Year’s Eve was named in two national 
newspapers as 32-year-old Andy Frain, a 
leading hooligan with the Chelsea 
Headhunters and longtime right-winger. 
According to reports in The Guardian and 
The Daily Telegraph, Frain was found hang- 
ing from a rope in the loft of his house in 
Calcott, Berkshire. 

Frain first came to Searchlight’s attention 
when he was convicted for attacking an Asian 
man in Reading. A short time later Frain 
became involved in the Invisible Empire of 
the Ku Klux Klan, rising to the position of 
Grand Knight Hawk. Other local activists 
included Mark Atkinson, Ian Cockburn and 
Darren Wilkinson, all of whom later joined 
Combat 18. Frain attended a number of C18 
events during its initial phase, but soon 
dropped out of right-wing activity. 

In 1996 Frain was sentenced to six months’ 
in prison for possessing racially inflammatory 
material with a view to stirring up racial 
hatred. The court heard that Frain was found 
with 600 KKK recruitment leaflets. More 
recently, Frain attended a Blood and Honour 
concert in south London shortly before 
Christmas and attacked several skinheads 
before he himself was knocked out. 

Although Frain was active in right-wing 
circles, he was better known as a leading 
Chelsea hooligan, earning the nickname The 
Nightmare. A hooligan since the early 1980s, 
Frain was one of only two people banned 
from travelling abroad during England and 
Chelsea games. That ban ended in January 
last year, shortly after police dropped charges 
against Frain for his involvement in the 
attempted murder of a West Ham hooligan. 
Barry Lewis had been cut across the throat 
during a West Ham “friendly” in Reading in 





Still out and about: Andy Frain 


August 1996, eventually needing over 100 
stitches. Frain was one of seven leading 
Headhunters arrested over the incident. 
Charges were dropped after Lewis failed to 
turn up in court. 

According to The Guardian, a detective 
said that it was not believed that Frain’s death 
was anything other than suicide. But not 
everyone was convinced. Frain’s legal repre- 
sentative asked for an investigation. 

Frain’s lawyer was right to be concerned. It 
soon emerged that the body was not that of 
Frain, but of a friend who lived in the same 
street. The police have denied responsibility 
for the mistake, blaming a journalist for 
jumping to the wrong conclusion. Whoever 
was to blame, Frain is reported to be less than 
happy and has consulted lawyers about possi- 
ble legal action. To put matters straight, Frain 
is very much alive. 


Sad, depressed, 
lonely of NW3 


Michael Newland, the British National 
Party’s former press officer, clearly finds 
Britain’s largest far-right group not big 
enough for his ego. As well as running the 
BNP Web site, Newland has started up anoth- 
er of his one-man organisations. 

This time it is the so-called “Campaign for 
Legislation Against Age Discrimination in 
Employment”. In a letter to the Sunday 
Telegraph on 11 January he announced him- 
self as the group’s Honorary Secretary. 

A couple of years ago he ran another outfit, 
the agenda of which consisted of bemoaning 
the fact that women were getting a somewhat 
“fairer deal in the jobs market and that this was 
a form of discrimination against men. 
Searchlight is aware that a number of women 
in Newland’s past certainly used good sense 
and taste to discriminate against keeping 
company with him. 





Michael Newland (right) with Richard 
Edmonds of the BNP 


Searchlight, February 1998 7 


Klansman left thumb print on hate letter 


he year has not started well for 

the British Ku Klux Klan. On 

the eve of his admission to the 
Sunnyside Psychiatric Hospital, near 
Montrose in Angus, for alcoholism and 
depression, 60-year-old Ian Christie 
was found guilty of sending a threat to 
the Lord Provost of Dundee, Mervyn 
Rolfe. 


The threat arrived in the form of a hate let- 
ter sent two days before the local library was 
to be renamed after Nelson Mandela. The let- 
ter was headed “The Scottish Order of the 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan” and Christie 
had conveniently left a thumb print on it. 
Despite arguments by Christie’s lawyer that 
this did not prove he sent the threat but had 
only handled the letter, the court chose to 
believe the forensic evidence which showed 
the Klansman had folded it for posting. 
Christie appeared not to be living up to his 
middle name of Wylie on this occasion. 








Top: lan Christie, in a different style of hood than usual, leaves the court with 


The main part of the letter read: “Scalavag 
Beware! The opening of the horrible sepul- 
chre is nigh and the black cat creeps through 
the graveyard as the midnight owl screams. 
The Klan is awake — thy sleep be disturbed 
evermore! Thy doom is sealed — get ye hence 
from the wondrous city whose good name 
thou has besmirched through thy dallying 
with the cannibal Mandela. Meddle not with 
that which ye wot naught. Beware! Beware! 
Beware!” 

Remanded until 5 February for reports, 
Christie asked to be excused from attending 
the sentencing because he would still be 
under psychiatric care. 

Christie, who has a long track record on the 
right in Scotland, appears to be suffering from 
delusions as well as his other problems, as he 
signed the letter “Major James Arkrow, 
Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Two of his supporters who arrived at court 
with him did their best to hide their faces 
without a lot of success. 








two associates. Above: Linda Miller at an east London election count where she 


stood for the British National Party 
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This is not the first time that Christie has 
appeared before a Scottish court on such 
charges. Searchlight reported in April 1991 
that Christie and another British National 
Party activist, Scott Forbes, were found guilty 
of making threats to Mary Ward, leader of 
Dundee council and Albert Jacobs, the head 
of the local Jewish community. The threats 
included a bomb hoax. Searchlight comment- 
ed at the time that the £400 fine imposed on 
Forbes did not reflect the true danger of these 
thugs. Christie was remanded until August for 
sentence to enable the court to obtain psychi- 
atric and social reports. 

The English Klan has fared no better than 
its northern brothers. Alan Winder, the all- 
round failure who appointed himself English 
Klan boss a year ago, appears to have lost 
most of his followers after his exposure in 
Searchlight. Winder’s short-lived relationship 
with the National Socialist Movement, run by 
Steve Sargent and Dave Myatt, came to an 
end when the NSM decided that all Winder’s 
followers were deranged good-for-nothings — 
and that really is throwing rocks in a green- 
house. 

The third edition of his tatty duplicated rag, 
January 30, like the first two, is full of racist 
and nazi nonsense reproduced from else- 
where. He has even had to fall back on the hit 
list put out by nazis in Yorkshire almost a 
year ago to fill his pages, in which he also 
directs his vitriol at a number of trade union- 
ists (see page 10). 

One of those not too far removed from the 
compilation of that list was Dave Appleyard. 
He has finally succeeded in persuading a 
judge to release him on bail after several 
months behind bars awaiting trial on a charge 
of battering somebody in the head with a 
hammer. It took less than no time for an 
anonymous caller from Dewsbury to inform 
Searchlight that Appleyard was back to his 
old tricks. We wonder what kind of bail con- 
ditions have been imposed that leave him free 
to organise his thugs again. 

Appleyard, a sworn Klansman, appears set 
to forsake the BNP and cooperate with the 
people at whom he used to run cars on dark 
nights. 

One interesting article in Winder’s hate 
sheet is about the Irish republican leader 
Michael Collins. The uncritical style of the 
piece may indicate that it was written by a 
member of the League of St George, always 
great admirers of the ultra-nationalist wing of 
Irish republicanism. 

Searchlight is more than a little surprised to 
find Mrs Linda Cooper née Miller still in her 
council flat in the London borough of Tower 
Hamlets. Already in trouble over her antiso- 
cial behaviour as a tenant, she should finally 
have forfeited her right to council accommo- 
dation when her misuse of the flat for 
Winder’s first London KKK gathering was 
made public. Does Tower Hamlets have a 
policy about tenants using their homes in this 
way, and if it does, when will she be kicked 
out? Since then Cooper has been baiting 
Roma refugees in Dover and parading in 
Whitehall with a bunch of BNP, National 
Front and hardline loyalist thugs. 


Birdwood mentally unfit 


r : Yhe long drawn out saga con- 
cerning Lady Jane Birdwood’s 
mental state appears to be at 

an end, following a decision by the 

Attorney-General that she is mentally 

unfit to plead in the case being 

brought under the race relations pro- 
visions of the Public Order Act. 


This would have been the third time in a 
decade that Birdwood, 84, would have faced 
the court on charges of incitement to race 
hate. Charges were dropped after the 
Attorney-General signed a nolle prosequi, an 
order staying proceedings. 

Her illness has also resulted in her retire- 
ment from running her racist organisation, 
according to an announcement by one of her 
supporters. 

At her two previous trials, which followed 
years of lobbying of the Attorney-General by 
religious and ethnic minority communities, 
the police and MPs, she escaped a custodial 
sentence because of her age, and was given a 
second and later a third chance. On both 
occasions she went straight back to her hate 
sheets, disgusting leaflets and close-knit 
circle of fellow haters and lost no time in 
reoffending. 

Although Birdwood has been a prolific pro- 
ducer of race hate literature for over 30 years, 
many anti-racists considered that it was point- 
less proceeding against her at this late stage 
when the police, Crown Prosecution Service 
and the Attorney-General would have been 
better occupied investigating her funders, dis- 
tributors, printer and Martin Webster. 


Beware conman 


Last September Searchlight reported that a 
man was posing as an anti-fascist to the 
media in Scotland and trying to feed them 
false stories about Klan activities. Our 
investigations revealed that he was 
claiming to represent a group of anti-fas- 
cists that had ceased to function three 
years earlier. 

Although we spoke to a number of 
editors and television producers about 
him, we did not name him publicly. We 
advised them that if this man was asking 
for money, they should report him to the 
Fraud Squad as he either would be unable 
to deliver what he claimed to have or was 
making it up. 

According to a report in a Scottish paper 
before Christmas, he is still trying the 
same ruse, but is now claiming to be from 
Searchlight’s. The man who calls himself 
Andrew Sykes should be avoided at all 
costs. What he has achieved by his Walter 
Mitty style activities is to give the KKK a 
boost in an area where it has very little 
real support. Far from giving Searchlight 
any information or working with us, he 
tried very strenuously to persuade us to 
hand over Klan material so that he could 
pass it on as the product of his own 
research. Naturally we sent him packing. 





— official 





Birdwood’s good old days. Here she is seen lobbying against immigration at 


Downing Street in 1972. On the left is Bee Carthew, who ran the pro-Enoch 
Powell group Powellite and more recently the national office of the United 
Kingdom Independence Party. Also present are Harvey Proctor and Joy Page 
(with hat), then co-chair of the Immigration Control Association with Mary 
Howarth, mother of Gerald Howarth, MP. On the right is the late George 
Kennedy Young, a former deputy head of MI6 and later an active racist and 
Jew-baiter in the Monday Club and a founding member of Tory Action 


According to the latest issue of Choice, 
Birdwood’s occasional hate sheet, Webster 
has been her main assistant for the past eight 
issues, which have sported headlines such as 
“One betrayal too far”, "Engage the enemy 
more closely” and “They’re homeward 
bound”. Webster was the national activities 
organiser of the National Front during its hey- 
day and one of the better known and more 
flamboyant products of the postwar extreme 
right in Britain. 

Birdwood’s activities centred on two opera- 
tions, Choice and the organisational title 
English Solidarity. Up to last November, 31 
issues of Choice had been produced and 12 
different leaflets are still in print under the 
Choice imprint as well as another five bearing 
an English Solidarity imprint. 

The whole operation is based at 
Birdwood’s home, a flat in Acton, but much 
of the printing appears to be carried out in 
southern England. 

Birdwood, who always moaned on about 
kicking foreigners out of Britain, was not 
born here herself but came from Canada. Her 
earliest activities on the far right were with an 
outfit in Scotland that worked hand in glove 
with former war criminals and nazi collabora- 
tors, who had fled the Soviet Union at the end 
of the Second World War. 

She then went on to play a key role in a 


quasi-religious campaign to censor the arts 
called The Festival of Light, although what it 
advocated was more like a return to the Dark 
Ages. 

Backed by a a group of well heeled fun- 
ders, she was able to ride several horses 
simultaneously. She stood as a British 
National Party parliamentary candidate and 
often spoke on BNP platforms, while also 
hanging around the Monday Club and the 
racist extremes of the Conservative Party. 
During the miners’ strike she raised money to 
try and buy a pit in order to run a high profile 
strike-breaking campaign. The campaign fiz- 
zled out. 

Her constant lobbying of successive 
Metropolitan Police Commissioners won her 
few friends at Scotland Yard. One former 
Commissioner banned her from the building. 

Her publishing empire has constantly 
turned out hundreds of thousands of leaflets 
and broadsheets, which were posted all over 
the country, often to people with Asian or 
Jewish names. 

As she has slipped into a confused state, the 
vultures of the far right have been gathering 
around her to pick at the bones of her empire 
of hate. Searchlight calls upon the Attorney- 
General to proceed against Webster and the 
other hatemongers now are running 
Birdwood’s operation. 
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Death threats sent to trade unionists 


ast year Searchlight reported 

threats against an MSF mem- 

ber in Scotland made in Colin 
Jordan’s hate sheet, Gothic Ripples. 
Jordan, the “godfather” of Britain’s 
neo-nazi movement, has had it in for 
this man ever since he read in the 
press about the trade unionist’s 
involvement in smashing up _ the 
memorial to Hitler’s Deputy Rudolf 
Hess that Jordan had erected on a 
farm near Glasgow. 


Jordan, who stands in the British nazi tradi- 
tion that believes Oswald Mosley’s British 
Union of Fascists was not antisemitic enough, 
was taken under the wing of Arnold Leese, 
leader of the Imperial Fascist League, found- 
ed in the late 1920s. Even before Hitler Leese 
was advocating gassing as a method of deal- 
ing with Jews. 

Jordan has a long criminal record as a 
result of his nazi activities as well as a con- 
viction for shoplifting red knickers many 
years ago from Tesco’s, presumably a blow 
against “world Jewry”. 

Violence and threats of violence have never 
been far from groups run by Jordan. In the 
1960s a number of his members were sent to 











Klansman Alan Winder (right) with his fascist mates in east London 


prison for a sustained attack on Jewish targets 
in the London area. 

Jordan initially offered a £50 reward for 
information on the individual who damaged 
the memorial, who had been identified 
through articles in Scottish newspapers. At 
the time senior MSF officials notified the 
member of the threat after being contacted by 
Searchlight. The information was handed to 
the police and was the subject of a police 


inquiry. 


One of the most disturbing factors in this 
prolonged campaign has been the careless 
way in which confidential correspondence 
from Searchlight and the MSF and a state- 
ment on the man’s employer’s headed paper 
found its way into Jordan’s hands to be repro- 
duced in the latest issue of Gothic Ripples. It 
appears that copies of the correspondence 
may have been distributed to journalists 
attending a press conference as well as passed 
to the police. The leak of confidential infor- 


mation has now endangered other people. It is 
vital that sensitive information is limited to 
those parties that need to know and not given 
wider distribution. The most recent develop- 
ment is that a vicious death threat has been 
sent, posted in Glasgow. 

Elsewhere, Alan Winder, the seedy self- 
appointed Ku Klux Klan boss, has been mak- 
ing threats to trade unionists at his former 
workplace. When he worked at the Inland 
Revenue’s Valuation Office, Winder gave no 
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Left: one of the attempts to intimidate 
trade unionists in Scotland. Above: Alan 
Winder’s tatty Klan hate sheet, another 
vehicle for threatening trade unionists 


indication that he was a fas- 
cist. He obviously prefers 
hiding behind his Klan 
hood. 

As Searchlight reported 
last month, Winder was 
bounced out of the Inland 
Revenue after claims that 
he was passing confiden- 
tial information to “third 
parties”. 

He has now taken to 
printing telephone numbers 
and addresses of former col- 
leagues in his January 30 
hate sheet, albeit there is a 
wide gap between reality 
and what Winder has put 
into his very tatty newslet- 
ter. We understand that this 
material is now in the hands 
of the police. 

We urge all trade union- 
ists who receive threats to 
contact Searchlight and the 
police as soon as_ they 
receive them. We are partic- 
ularly keen to build a picture 
of what is being sent and to 
whom, so that we can work 
on identifying the culprits. 


Help fight the fascists in 
the May local elections 


May 1998 will give the far right an opportunity to step up 
activities in various parts of the country. We are keen for TUFS 
affiliates to contact us in areas where it becomes known that the 
fascists are contesting the elections, so that we can help 
coordinate a response. All cuttings and any other material on local 
fascist candidates will be gratefully received. 

We are particularly keen to hear from trade unionists active in 
east London, where the British National Party is planning to target 
Tower Hamlets and key seats in Newham. 

The National Front will also put up candidates in those areas. 
Linda Miller, the Ku Klux Klan supporter and former BNP candi- 
date, recently announced in the local press that she intends to stand 
for the NF in the Lansbury ward. She is likely to be supported by 
the ragbag travelling circus of National Socialist Movement 
activists and other nazi thugs who have recently been stirring up 
trouble at several street markets in east and north London. 

Five men were recently detained by police in Camden after an 
Asian man was assaulted on the day this circus had visited the 
local Queen’s Crescent market. It is though the bulk of those 
detained were not local but part of this mobile nazi group that has 
been recruited across a wide area of London and the Home 
Counties. 

As in previous elections we urge TUFS affiliates to play a full 
role in local anti-fascist campaigns. Please contact the Searchlight 
office for details of what is happening in your area. 

Many thanks to those affiliates who have already contacted us 
with offers of help and information. 


Unfair deal for black workers 


A TUC report has found that black workers are not 
getting a fair deal even though they are just as 
qualified as whites. There are more black people in 
full-time education than white people, while equal 
numbers of blacks and whites go on to higher edu- 
cation, the study found. 

The report, entitled “Pride not Prejudice”, 
showed that black people continue to be under- 
represented in higher-paying jobs, suggesting that 
racial discrimination continues. It also found that 
two-thirds of black workers are in jobs where their 
white counterparts get a higher hourly rate for 
doing the same work. 

The TUC has launched a series of new posters 
showing the positive contribution that black work- 
ers make to offices and factories throughout the 
country. 

The United Road Transport Union has been 
expelled from the TUC for recruiting truck drivers 
belonging to another union, who are employed by 
Ford at its Dagenham plant. The action follows 
allegations from seven ethnic minority workers 
belonging to the TGWU who claimed they had 
suffered racial discrimination by not being 
recruited to work on the truck fleet. The drivers 
denied any discrimination and subsequently 
switched membership to URTU. 





TRADE UNION FRIENDS OF SEARCHLIGHT 


Over 120 trade union branches have 
affiliated to Trade Union Friends of 
Searchlight (TUFS) since its launch in 
autumn 1996. Many branch affilia- 
tions are now due for renewal. We 
urge you to send in your renewal as 
soon as possible so that your branch T° 
continues to receive regular copies of 
Searchlight and TUFS News. 


A new edition of TUFS News is in produc- 
tion as we go to press. Contact the 
Searchlight office if you would like extra 
copies for your union branch or if you have 
information that may be of interest for publi- 
cation in future editions. 

If your union branch is not affiliated yet 
_ then do not forget to raise it at your next 
branch meeting. The main purpose of TUFS 
is to strengthen and broaden Searchlight’s 
work with trade unionists in order more effec- 
tively to fight racism and fascism wherever 
they occur. : 

Trade Union branches are invited to join ! 
TUFS for £50 a year, for which they will |! 
receive Searchlight every month, updates on 1 
trade union related issues and special rates for | 
training, education and future publications. } 
Sample copies of TUFS News are available! 
from our office. 7 

First-time affiliates receive Searchlight | 
Educational Trust’s handbook, When hate | 
comes to town, which normally costs organi- - 
sations £30. The handbook is an invaluable | 
resource with information on everything from | 
how to deal with harassment to campaigning : 
advice. I 


What you can do as a Trade Union 
Friend of Searchlight 


@ Get your branch to send us information 


on fascist activity in your area; 
@ Invite a Searchlight speaker to address 


We would like our union branch to become a Trade Union 
Friend of Searchlight 


Please send the completed form with your £50 affiliation fee 
(payable to Searchlight) to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight, 
37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 


your branch or committee meeting; 
@ Encourage your union to take practical 
action against racism and fascism. 


We urge you to get your union branch to 
join. Just fill in the form on this page. 
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Genocide, slave labour, murder and forced migration 
The tragic history of the Roma people continues... 


Searchlight this month continues to tell the story, past and present, of the 
victimisation of the Roma people by nazis, racists and governments. Two 
recent books, which we review on these pages, make a well-timed contribution 
to understanding the of plight of the Roma people through the ages. 


In Search of the True Gypsy, by Wim 
Willems (Frank Cass, London, 1997, 
£18.50) 


This book traces the stigmatisation of 
Gypsies through the work of three main 
authors. The last of these, Robert Ritter, pro- 
vided the categorisation of Gypsies in Nazi 
Germany, leading to forcible sterilisation and 
Auschwitz. There are close parallels with the 
history of the Jews in Europe and a number of 
earlier writers suggested that Gypsies were a 
group that had split off from the Jews. 

The definition of Gypsies is a key area, 
because the state and self-appointed 


in the mid-nineteenth century, is still regarded 
by many people as a Gypsy expert. However, 
his claims to have detailed inside knowledge, 
based on years of living with Gypsy commu- 
nities, do not stand up to serious scrutiny, 
although he did have some direct contact and 
used a paid informant. 

Borrow’s romanticised accounts of Gypsy 
life, in both fiction and non-fiction, inspired 
others to study Gypsy customs and in 1888 he 
founded the Gypsy Lore Society. 

Partly because of his limited direct knowl- 
edge, Borrow repeated many of the negative 
stereotypes about Gypsies from previous 
authors. He wrote: “their presence was an evil 


the 23,000 German and Austrian Gypsies 
deported to Auschwitz only 3,000 survived. 

The author gives a figure of 220,000 for 
the number of Gypsies who died in concen- 
tration camps, but this does not include the 
mass murder of Gypsy populations in the 
Ukraine, the Crimea, Croatia and Serbia. A 
total of 500,000 is commonly accepted. 

The racial diagnoses were also used to 
select individuals for sterilisation. The criteri- 
on for determining whether a person was a 
Gypsy was even stricter than for Jews, since 
it was sufficient to have two half-Gypsy 
grandparents. 

Ritter’s perspective was that of a racial 

eugenicist. In his view intermarriage 





Gypsy “experts” have frequently lumped 
together vagrants, beggars and the home- 
less with Gypsies. There is a recurrent 
theme that “real”, “good” Gypsies are to 
be distinguished from the rest. Since the 
former are few in number this has pro- 
vided a justification for persecution of 
the majority. 

Gypsies first appeared in Europe in 
the fifteenth century. This was at a time 
of centralisation of power and the crimi- 
nalisation of “beggars, people who were 
not bound to a landlord or a skilled 
tradesman, vagrants and outlaws”. Those 
who did not hold a job were seen as a 
threat to the economic system and social 
order. 

Heinrich Grellman, who wrote a his- 
torical work about Gypsies in 1783, had 
a major influence on later thinkers. At 
that time there had been allegations of 
cannibalism against Gypsies in the 
Hungarian district of Honth. Some 53 
men and 31 women admitted the crime, 
but it later emerged that confessions had 
been extracted on the rack. 

There was no further evidence and no 
one had been reported missing. An Imperial 
Commissioner from Vienna eventually inves- 
tigated the case and the remaining Gypsies 
were released after being flogged. 
Unfortunately, 41 had already been executed. 

Grellman referred to Gypsies as the “scum 
of humanity”. He supported the “civilizing” 
decrees of the Austrian monarchs Maria 
Theresa and Joseph the Second. The Empress 
ruled that Gypsy children should be taken 
from their parents, and their language was 
banned, as were brightly-coloured clothes and 
horse dealing. Music was only permitted in 
free time. 

Grellman said that Gypsies were a commu- 
nity, a people in diaspora. In doing so he 
lumped together diverse groups of people. He 
thought that Gypsies were savages, people at 
an earlier stage of development, who reacted 
instinctively to external impulses. 

George Borrow, the English author, writing 
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and a curse in whatever quarter they directed 
their steps” and even suggested that Gypsies 
had introduced the calling of thieves into 
Europe. Gypsy women were described as mate- 
rialistic, false by nature and enchantresses. 

At the same time, Borrow’s descriptions of 
Gypsy economic life, on the mending of ket- 
tles, or the making of clothes pegs, contra- 
dicts the overall negative approach. 

Borrow was particularly critical of indige- 
nous itinerants and people of mixed blood. 
The crimes attributed to Gypsies were said to 
be the work of these “low folk, noxious in 
appearance and behaviour”. 

Robert Ritter, a youth psychiatrist in Nazi 
Germany, worked for the Ministries of Public 
Health and the Interior and for the 
Reichskriminalpolizeiamt of the SS. His 
research institutes provided racial diagnoses 
which were used to select Gypsies and 
“Gypsy-like” individuals for Auschswitz. Of 


with Gypsies was intensely poisonous. 
Gypsies were described as vagrants, 
incorrigible criminals or degenerates 
with mixed blood. 

He assumed that Gypsies were primi- 
tive, children of nature, at the mercy of 
impressions they did not understand. 
Ritter believed that when people consid- 
ered to be medically or socially inferior 
married members of a healthy family, 
inferiority spread rapidly. This was in the 
form of irregular work, feeble-minded- 
ness or “hidden mental deficiency”. He 
also believed there was an inherited ten- 
dency to “wander aimlessly”! 

Ritter based his views on detailed 
genealogical histories of families. He did 
not become a member of the Nazi party, 
and escaped prosecution after the war. 

In December 1947 he was appointed 
as a child psychiatrist in Frankfurt-am- 
Main, where he became head doctor. 
He created a psychologist’s post for his 
former colleague from the Nazi era, 
Eva Justin. In her 1943 thesis Justin 
argued that all Gypsies and Gypsy 
half-castes brought up as Germans 
should be sterilised. 

Anti-Gypsy policies continued in Germany 
after the war. In 1949 a _ new 
Landfahrerzentrale was set up in Bavaria, 
with a separate Gypsy police. 

As Willems comments: “The anti-Gypsy 
policy of the pre-Nazi period seems to have 
been perpetrated, using the identification and 
registration material that Ritter’s auxiliary 
institutes had collected during that regime”. 

In contrast the Gypsies persecuted in the 
Nazi period have had an uphill struggle to 
gain recognition of the wrong done to them, 
let alone get compensation. It was not until 
1961 that it was at last acknowledged that 
Gypsies had, along with the Jews, been 
defined as belonging to an inferior race since 
the Nuremberg race laws of 1935. 

In 1980, another of Ritter’s wartime collab- 
orators, Sophie Erhardt, attempted to block 
access to Ritter’s archives. Her plan failed 








when Gypsy groups occupied the 
University Library at Tiibingen, forcing a 
transfer to the state archives. 

The racial diagnoses, however, which 
were necessary for survivors to prove 
victimisation, had been transferred to a 
physician, Herman Arnold, who followed 
in Ritter’s tradition. In a letter in 1964, 
Arnold wrote that it would be useful to 
establish a system of apartheid for 
Gypsies. 





Bury me Standing. The Gypsies and 
their Journey, by Isabel Fonseca 
(Vintage, New York, 1996. $13.00) 


This book is based on extensive periods 
spent by the author when she lived with 
different groups of Gypsies in Eastern 
Europe. 

Gypsies have often been used as 
scapegoats by governments and peoples. 
While at times their valuable economic 
role — as tinsmiths, musicians, horsedeal- 
ers, seasonal agricultural labour and so 
on — has been recognised, at other times 
they have been cruelly misused. 

All European countries passed draconian 
anti-Gypsy laws between 1471 and 1637. In 
England there was hanging, in Denmark capi- 
tal punishment for Gypsy leaders was intro- 
duced in 1589, and in Sweden hanging for all 
Gypsy males was introduced in 1639. In 
Romania Gypsies were enslaved for more 
than 400 years — until 1856. 

In the eighteenth century Germans erected 
painted signs along the roads showing the 
beatings, floggings and hangings that Gypsies 
could expect. 

Persecution continued in Nazi Germany. 
Gypsies were the only group other than the 
Jews who were murdered because of their 
race. Gypsies sent to Auschwitz were tat- 
tooed with a Z for “Zigeuner’ (Gypsy). 

Matters did not improve in eastern Europe 
after the war. The Romanian Parliament stood 
for a minute’s silence to honour Marshal Ion 
Antonescu, the fascist wartime leader, on the 
4Sth anniversary of his execution for war 
crimes. Antonescu had been responsible for 
the deaths of 270,000 Jews and 36,000 
Gypsies. 

Under the postwar communist regimes, 
Gypsies were subjected to forcible integra- 
tion. In Poland, for example, a programme to 
. enforce settlement, called the “Great Halt” 
was introduced in 1952. Dealing with the 
“Gypsy Problem” was seen as an important 
task for the state, although Gypsies com- 
prised only 0.005 per cent of the popula- 
tion. 





The Romanian government confiscated 
horses and carts, and thus took away Gypsy 
livelihoods. There was also a policy of “dis- 
persal” to settlements on the outskirts of 
towns, which made Gypsies particularly vul- 
nerable to attack with the ending of the com- 
munist regimes. 

The anti-communist revolutions of 1989 
led to anti-Gypsy pogroms in several coun- 
tries. Often state officials were involved — 
actively or passively. 

In Fonseca’s view the attacks were due not 
so much to racist sentiment, kept under con- 
trol by previously repressive regimes, but 
rather to economic jealousy and resentment. 
Largely denied the opportunity to follow their 
traditional occupations, and suffering horren- 
dously high levels of unemployment, some 
Gypsies have managed to make a living as 
traders. In Bulgaria and Romania people 
described the work Gypsies have done since 
1989 as “Jew work” or biznitsa, for example 
buying up the supply of cigarettes and selling 
them on the pavement. 

At the time when she was writing her 
book, Fonseca reported 35 serious attacks on 
Gypsy settlements in Romania alone since 
1989. After the death of a Romanian youth in 
a fight in the village of Hadareni in 1993, 
three Gypsies were beaten or burned to death. 
14 Gypsy houses were burned and others 
damaged. Some 175 Gypsies who had lived 
there for 70 years were driven out of town. 





Similar polices were imposed in 
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria and Romania. 
In Bulgaria, where Gypsies form 10 per 
cent of the population, it was forbidden 
under the 1971 constitution to mention 
the existence of Gypsies on the television 
or in the press. Speaking Romani, play- 
ing Gypsy music or wearing traditional 
clothes were also banned, and Gypsies 
were required to alter their names to 
Bulgarian ones. (The Romani language 
has nothing to do with Romania. The 
name is derived from the word used to 
refer to the people: Rom.) 





The fire brigade was kept away on the 
orders of the deputy mayor of the village, 
Gheorghe Bucur, who was present at the 
burning. When the Gypsies tried to go 
back the local people rang the church 
bells. No one has been prosecuted. 

In 1991, in the town of Plaiesii de 
Sus, 27 houses were burned by a mob of 
300. 

The state-owned television explained 
each attack as the “provocation of 
Gypsy thieves’, although the Minister 
of the Interior had said that Gypsies 
were not responsible for more crime 
than any other group in the population. 

Romania is trying to join the European 
community, and has been admitted to the 
Council of Europe. The appalling mis- 
treatment of the 2.5 million Gypsy 
minority should act as a bar on human 
rights grounds, although a Romanian 
government report claimed that the 
attacks had “no ethnic connotations”. 

Fonseca lists some of the effects of 
the discrimination the Gypsies have suf- 
fered. “Gypsies are mostly: illiterate, 
unemployed, and without proper hous- 
ing. Their lives are about a third shorter 
than those of their countrymen.” 

Most of the children in Romania’s 
appalling orphanages are Gypsies. In the area 
of former Czechoslovakia a total of 28 
Gypsies have been murdered. 

Discrimination has also continued in west- 
ern Europe. In Switzerland confiscation of 
Travellers’ children by Christian charities 
was common until 1972. 

In Britain the unsatisfactory Caravan Sites 
Act of 1968 (which should have provided 
enough sites for Gypsies but failed to do so) 
was repealed in 1994. 

Gypsies are supposed to buy their own 
sites, but even when they have the money 
they are rarely granted planning permission. 
They are also subject to the draconian provi- 
sions of the 1994 Criminal Justice and Public 
Order Act, brought in by the last 
Conservative government to deal with New 
Age travellers. The Labour government 
shows no sign of repealing the legislation or 
ensuring Gypsy rights. 
~ At a local level Labour councillors have 
sometimes been involved in campaigns 
against “tinkers” (people who camp illegally 
because they have nowhere else to go). As 
Fonseca puts it: “in an enlightened world, or 
at least a world lulled by euphemism, it is 
still okay to hate Gypsies”. 

There are, however, some positive signs. In 
1971 the first World Romany Congress was 
held in London. It was partly financed 
by the Indian government in recognition 
of the Indian origin of many Gypsies. 

In 1979 the International Romany 
Union was admitted to the United 
Nations and Gypsies were recognised as 
a distinct ethnic group. 

There are an estimated 12 million 
Gypsies worldwide, eight million of 
them in Europe. 





Small but nasty: these pictures 
show a united front of British 
fascists and nazis protesting 
against the presence of Roma 
refugees in Dover last November. 


Searchlight, February 1998 13 





ROUND-UP on RACISM 





Racists set dog on 5-year-old girl 


Three white youths set their bull terri- 
er dog on a five-year-old Indian girl in 
a vicious racist attack just before 
Christmas. Her father managed to 
fend the dog off with his shopping bag 
before the brute could savage the girl. 


The girl was walking with her family in 
Romford Market, a week before Christmas. 
Three youths started following them, shout- 
ing “Pakis” and other racial abuse. 

PC Paul Donnelly described what hap- 
pened: “Suddenly they set the brown bull ter- 
rier type dog on to the child, yelling and 
shouting at it. It tried to bite the child but her 
father fended it off with a shopping bag 
which the dog ripped with its teeth. The 
attackers fled towards Market Link when the 
father used his mobile phone to call police.” 

Appealing for witnesses to come forward, 
PC Donnelly said: “Racial hatred is intolera- 
ble, but when a dog is goaded into attacking a 
small child, that is even more appalling.” 

The youths were described as aged 
between 18 and 20. One wore a silver jacket 
and another a black jacket. 


Hounslow, West London 


Racist youths punched a Sikh schoolboy and 
cut off his hair with a knife. Police are treat- 
ing the incident as a racist attack. 

The 15-year-old boy was near his school, 
Langley Grammar, when two or three white 
youths attacked him. Dragging him towards a 
park, they punched him in the groin, tore off 
his turban and hacked at his hair with a knife. 

One of the youths was a skinhead aged 
about 17 or 18, 6 ft 3 in tall and well built. 

In neighbouring Richmond, a middle-aged 
white man living on a housing estate has been 
targeted by the National Front. Derek 
Horburgh, a 51-year-old accountant, who 
lives on the Edgar Road Estate, found his van 
daubed with the NF slogan. 

He had previously called the council sever- 
al times to complain about racist graffiti. Now 
he says: “I fear for my safety when I am 
indoors and also when I go out.” 

A spokesman for Richmond Council 
denied there was an issue. “There is not a 
general problem of graffiti or racism on the 
estate,” he said. 


Bedford 


Six young Asian men were attacked when 
they went to the Limehous Club on 22 
August last year. One of them, Kashmir, suf- 
fered a fractured skull, a blood clot on the 
brain, a collapsed lung and broken teeth. 

When police arrived they left Kashmir 
lying in a pool of blood, but arrested the other 
five: Gurjinder, Jaskaran, Ranjit, Gursharn 
and Gurpreet. None of the white men who 
had launched the savage, unprovoked attack 
were arrested. 


14 Searchlight, February 1998 


The police have now charged all six 
Asian men with the serious charge of vio- 
lent disorder. 

The Limehous 6 campaign has been 
launched to demand justice and the dropping 
of charges. The campaign can be contacted 
through Bedford Race Equality Council. 


Rhondda, South Wales 


A black woman basketball player, on second- 
ment from a French club, has returned home 
after suffering racial abuse and a_ brick 
through her window. 

Sandra Hamilton, 30, joined the Rhondda 
Rebels on a short term contract from her club, 
Toulouse. On 5 December a brick was thrown 
through the window of the house where Ms 
Hamilton was staying in Pentre, Rhondda. 

Ms Hamilton had already suffered racial 
abuse and threats, and her 25-year-old broth- 
er, Glen, had come over from Canada to give 
her support. The brick through the window 
was the final straw and Ms Hamilton and her 
brother decided to leave. 

Andrew Tynan, general manager of the 
Rhondda Rebels, said the racial harassment 
had sickened the club and its supporters. “It is 
despicable when you think that a small 
minority of sick, mindless people are respon- 
sible for driving out someone who will proba- 
bly bear the scars of this nightmare all her 
life. 

“There are many teams in the league with 
black players ... basketball has its origins in 
the black community,” he added. 


Dewsbury, Yorkshire 


Over 100 incidents of racial harassment were 
reported to police last year. Most of the vic- 
tims were Asians in an area where they are 
one third of the population. 

West Yorkshire Police have now produced 
a 35-page booklet, giving advice on avoiding 
attacks, and urging people to report all inci- 
dents to the police. 

Dewsbury’s community liaison officer, 
Sergeant Dave Cox, said he believes the 
increase in reported cases of racial harass- 
ment was the result of more victims having 
the confidence to come forward. 

“We are offering advice and assistance 
wherever possible and are urging every vic- 
tim of a racial attack to contact the police,” he 
explained. “Out of more than 100 incidents 
reported in the Dewsbury Division last year 
we only had two cases in which the person 
was dissatisfied with the actions of the police. 

“And these were looked at and remedied,” 
he added. 

It is not surprising that Dewsbury has a 
high level of racist attacks. At the last general 
election Dewsbury was one of the three 
areas where a British National Party candi- 
date received enough votes to retain his 
deposit. 


Hampshire 


Racist attacks in rural areas of Hampshire 
have led to a new initiative to deal with the 
problem. Victim Support organiser Palma 
Coggins said: “There have been several 
vicious racially motivated crimes in New 
Forest, Totton and Romsey which prompted 
my group to take some positive steps to equip 
volunteers to deal with extra vigour.” 

A special workshop on racism in rural 
areas, held at Southampton University, was 
attended by over 50 people. 


Phone tap 
uncovers PC’s 
racism 


In Manchester, a racist police officer 
was forced to resign after his abusive 
phone calls were tape-recorded. 

Black comedian Charlie Hale sus- 
pected his wife was having an affair, so 
he bugged his phone. He recorded PC 
Paul Randle, his wife’s lover, making a 
series of racist comments. 

Randle, who was in the elite Tactical 
Aid Group in Manchester, referred to 
Charlie as a “f***ing nigger” and said 
he wanted to kill him. In one phone call 
he used 14 racially abusive words. 

Charlie Hale sent copies of two tapes 
to senior officers in Greater Manchester 
Police. He said: “All I wanted was for 
the force to get rid of an obviously racist 
officer. He worked for the Tactical Aid 
Group which often patrols black areas. 
How could a man with such racist views 
be trusted to deal fairly with black peo- 
ple on the streets?” 

At a disciplinary hearing Chief 
Constable David Wilmot found Randle 
guilty of discreditable conduct. 

In London a number of black officers 
stationed at Ealing have received racist 
material through the post. Detectives 
conducting an investigation believe that 
a fellow officer is responsible. The let- 
ters were sent by someone with personal 
knowledge of the officers involved or 
with access to police records. 

In Wanstead, northeast London, a 
police sergeant who was victimised after 
complaining about a senior officer’s 
racist and sexist behaviour has been 
compensated. 

Sergeant Dave Harris was moved to 
other duties when he made the com- 
plaint about his inspector in March 
1996. 

The Metropolitan Police have now paid 
Set Harris £7,500 for injury to feelings. 


Unlawful killing verdict prohibited 


in death in custody case 


An inquest jury has returned a verdict 
of accidental death on a black prisoner 
who died after being restrained by five 
officers. 


Dennis Stevens, 29, from Bristol, was serv- 
ing a 12-year sentence for robbery and pos- 
sessing a firearm. He was found dead in his 
Dartmoor prison cell on 18 October 1995, 
nine months before he was due to be released. 

Stevens was a model prisoner for much of 
his sentence, but after assaulting a prisoner 
and an officer, he was transferred to 
Dartmoor in September 1995. 

He started suffering panic attacks, and after 
he stopped taking his medication, allegedly 
lunged at officers. He was held down by five 
officers for 20 minutes before being placed in 
a body belt and handcuffs. 

He was found dead in his cell the next 
morning. He had died from acute kidney fail- 


ure. 

In November last year, Coroner Richard 
Van Oppen told the jury that they would not 
be able to return a verdict of unlawful killing. 
This ruling was unsuccessfully challenged in 


the Court of Appeal. 

Stevens’s sister, Velma Knight, comment- 
ed: “If an animal had died in the barbaric way 
my brother has, there would be a public out- 
cry. Somebody would be held responsible and 
no doubt punished. The message I get from 
the authorities is that blacks don’t matter.” 

Helen Shaw, of the campaign group 
Inquest, said: “It has long been clear from our 
work after deaths in custody ... that black 
people are disproportionately represented 
amongst those who die after violent and bru- 
tal incidents. The Government must take 
action to reform both the investigation system 
and the brutal practices that too often lead to 
such tragic and unnecessary loss of life. 

“These belts are a medieval relic. They are 
no longer used by the police following the 
death of Joy Gardner and it is high time they 
stopped being used on people inside prisons.” 

On 8 December a candle-lit vigil was held 
in Birmingham to mark the second anniver- 
sary of the death in custody of Alton 
Manning. 

Alton Manning died in Blakenhurst Prison, 
Redditch. Eyewitnesses are reported to have 





The diminutive figure of Leon Greenman, now in his 
eighties, has been seen at the head of many anti-nazi 
demonstrations over the years. Leon was one of the few 
British citizens to survive years in Hitler’s death and slave 
labour camps, although he sadly lost his wife and young 


son in that horrific period. 


Since then, despite a cowardly attack on his home by 
the nazi thugs of Combat 18, he has spent his time day in 





seen Alton being beaten and knelt on by sev- 
eral prison officers. 

It was claimed initially that Alton had died 
after he just “collapsed”. However a post 
mortem indicated that he had died of asphyxi- 
ation during a struggle. 

A second post mortem, commissioned by 
the family, concluded that: “The appearance 
is definitely that of an asphyxial death. In my 
opinion death was due to the way in which he 
was handled.” 

On 11 July last year, Alton Manning’s 
mother and Diane Abbot, MP, handed in a 
5,000-strong petition to the Home Office, 
demanding a public inquiry. 

The Justice for Alton Manning Campaign 
has received the support of several MPs and 
organisations, including the National Black 
Caucus, Unison, Inquest, the Afro-Caribbean 
Resource Centre and the National Union of 
Journalists. MPs supporting the campaign 
include Bernie Grant, Diane Abbot, Tony 
Benn, Roger Godsiff, Harry Cohen, Geoffrey 
Robinson and Chris Mullen. 

The date of the inquest hearing has not yet 
been announced. 





day out speaking to school children and lecturing to 
adults on the renewed threat of nazism. Our pictures 
show him on a picket of the British National Party 
headquarters (top) and at the head of the massive 
march against the BNP (above). 


In recognition of his services to race relations, he was 


awarded an OBE in the New Year Honours List. 
Congratulations and good luck, Leon. Keep on fighting. 
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Stephen Lawrence investigation was 
‘incompetent’, police inquiry finds 


The Metropolitan Police investiga- 
tion into the murder of black 
teenager Stephen Lawrence was 
incompetent and _ unprofessional, 
according to a report by the Police 
Complaints Authority. The authori- 
ty found “evidence of significant 
weaknesses, omissions and lost 
opportunities during the first mur- 
der inquiry”. 

Names of suspects were known early on, 
but the police failed to make arrests and lost 
the chance to obtain forensic evidence. One 
key witness withdrew co-operation because 
of the way he was handled by detectives. 

People who had given anonymous informa- 
tion were not identified and questioned by the 
police. Officers conducting the PCA inquiry 
were able to find them. 


Metropolitan Police officers had claimed 
that there was a “wall of silence” from the 
local community, but the investigation found 
that the community had provided valuable 
information. 

Eleven potential leads were never followed 
up and evidence linking suspects to other 
knife attacks was not pursued. Confusion in 
the handling of identification evidence meant 
that one attacker was overlooked. 

The report says: “The quality of supervi- 
sion of officers was poor and assumptions 
were made about the standard of work being 
carried out that would not have withstood 
proper scrutiny”. 

To add insult to injury, an internal police 
inquiry failed to spot the earlier mistakes and 
subsequent attempts to convict Stephen’s 
killers have been hampered. 

The “serious shortcomings” of the police 


Schools apartheid condemned 


Sir Herman Ouseley, chairman of the 
Commission for Racial Equality, has 
claimed that government policies will 
lead to “educational apartheid”’. 


Sir Herman was previously chief education 
officer of the Inner London Education 
Authority. He was speaking in Bradford at a 
meeting of educational professionals, of 
which he is this year’s chairman. 

He said issues of racial discrimination had 
not been dealt with and the government was 
falsely assuming that all problems would be 
solved by the imposition of higher standards. 


Some 15 months ago an Ofsted report on. 


ethnic minorities in schools found: “ubiqui- 
tous racial harassment in schools, widespread 
racial stereotyping of pupils by teachers, sig- 
nificant levels of under-achievement by some 
ethnic minority groups and the continuing 
over-representation of ethnic minority pupils, 
particularly Afro-Caribbean boys, among 


those excluded from school”. 

Sir Herman said there was a developing 
hierarchy of schools, with foundation schools 
(formerly grant-maintained) obtaining most 
resources, while the pupils with greatest 
needs were concentrated in “sink” schools. 
Teachers would be tempted to meet their tar- 
gets by excluding difficult pupils, he said. 

Sir Herman accused the curriculum author- 
ity of attempting to impose contents and val- 
ues “that happen to reflect the values and cul- 
ture of the white English middle class”. As a 
result, other groups, including many white 
working-class boys, “fail to be motivated by 
school”. 

Black pupils often lack role models of black 
teachers. In 1995, 39 out of 85 colleges that 
received applications from black Caribbeans 
failed to award a single place. Sir Herman said 
the Teacher Training Agency should withdraw 
funding from colleges that did not implement 
equal opportunities policies. 


Britain to clamp down on Kurdish refugees 


The British government is planning 
tough new restrictions to prevent an 
influx of Kurdish refugees in Europe. 
They include “Eurodac’’, a system of 
compulsory fingerprinting of immi- 
grants and asylum seekers. Airlines 
will be told that they have to weed out 
Turkish or Iraqi Kurds travelling to 
the EU. 

The British recommendations were expect- 
ed to be approved at a meeting of Home 
Affairs Ministers in Birmingham on 27 
January. 

The alarm among European governments 
was caused by the arrival of 2,000 Kurdish 
refugees in Italy at the start of January. They 
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were immediately dubbed “economic 
migrants” by Germany and, unsurprisingly, 
by Turkey. 


The United Nations refugee body, 
UNHCR, said the Kurds were fleeing the 
conflict in eastern Turkey and northern 
Traq. 

The Turkish army has been waging a war 
against the Kurdish PKK guerrilla movement 
for the past 13 years. Some 30,000 people, 
many of them civilians, have died, and hun- 
dreds of villages have been deliberately 
destroyed in the army’s scorched earth policy. 

In December Turkey’s attempt to join the 
EU was turned down over its civil rights 
record, including the treatment of its Kurdish 
minority. 





murder investigation were only uncovered 
because of the tenacity of Stephen’s parents 
Doreen and Neville. 

The report says that there was no evidence 
of racist conduct by police. 

Neville Lawrence said: “There can’t be any 
conclusion about racism until the findings of 
the judicial inquiry. If there was no racism 
why didn’t the police do their duty on the 
night?”, he asked. 

“My opinion is that on the night when my 
son was murdered, police officers went to the 
scene and saw a young black lad lying on the 
floor and thought ‘Oh, he’s just a black fel- 
low, we’re not going to do anything’. Nobody 
tried to save my son’s life.” 

The start of the judicial inquiry, which had 
been scheduled for this month, has been post- 
poned until March to give the family more 
time to consider the PCA report. 


Soccer’s bigoted 
bosses 


A study has found that casual racist 
remarks are common among club 
chairmen, coaches and administrators. 

One Premiership chairman, refer- 
ring to a leading black player after a 
match, said “the monkey played well 
today didn’t he?” And two chairmen 
in the director’s box at a Premiership 
game referred to black players as 
“schwarzers”. 


A member of the Football 


Association Council said: “The trou- 
ble with the English team is that it 
has too many niggers in it.” 

Dr Les Back and his colleagues, 
Professor John Solomos and Dr Tim 
Crabbe, have interviewed more than 
200 people including black foot- 


ballers, coaches and _ supporters. 
Their full report will be published in 
Goal magazine. 

Dr Back called for an open debate 
about the extent of racism in the game. 
He said: “People need to recognise that 
there is racism in the professional 
game and that a discussion is needed 
in a non-sensational environment”’. 

In separate research, Dr Stefan 
Syzmanski found that black players 
were paid less than their white coun- 
terparts. Black players also have 
longer careers, make more appear- 
ances throughout their career and 
are more likely to represent their 
country at some level. 

Dr Syzmanski commented: “It 
shows that black players have to be 
that much better to be accepted. My 
findings show that prejudice runs 
deep in football.” 
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314 nazis arrested at Nordland white power gig 


ne Englishman and _ several 

Germans, Norwegians and 

Americans were among the 
314 nazis arrested for rioting at a 
white power concert, organised by the 
nazi music magazine Nordland, near 
Stockholm on 3 January. The police 
went into action once they had clear 
evidence that criminal offences, in 
particular incitement of racial hatred, 
were taking place at the concert. 

From the start of the event, swastikas and 
other nazi symbols were on open display, 
Hitler salutes were being made and racist and 
anti-Semitic slogans shouted. When plain- 
clothes officers were ordered to arrest a few 
of the worst offenders, the gig turned into a 
full-scale riot and more than 100 police in riot 
gear had to be sent in. The evening ended in a 
fierce battle and by far the largest number of 
arrests at a single incident in Swedish police 
history. 

Police behaviour on 3 January was in stark 
contrast to their lax conduct on 8 November, 
when the Swedish wing of Combat 18 and the 
National Socialist Front (NSF) staged the first 
specifically anti-Jewish rally since the Second 
World War. On that occasion the police chose 
to close their eyes to numerous criminal 
offences by the parading nazis and instead 
acted as an escort service for the 110 fully 
uniformed nazis who marched through the 
centre of Stockholm. 

At the end of the day, the police brutally 
tore into a group of anti-fascist youths 
protesting against the fascist rally. This and 
their protection of the nazis led to a whole- 
hearted condemnation of the police in the 
media and in parliament, where members of 
mainstream parties from right to left censured 
their behaviour. 

Perhaps this reaction persuaded the police 
. to change their approach. Whatever the case, 
on 3 January the police employed completely 
different tactics. Previous fascist rallies and 
gigs have often resulted in pointless clashes, 
not between fascists and anti-fascists, but 
between police and anti-fascists, which have 
led to press witch-hunts against anti-fascists. 
This time a decision appears to have been 
made to enforce the law rigorously against 
the nazis, who until now have been able to 
organise activities with relative impunity. 

Nordland is one of the world’s leading pro- 
ducers and distributors of white power music. 
The organisation, built around the expensive- 
ly produced, full-colour, glossy magazine of 
the same name, was formed from the rem- 
nants of the notoriously violent nazi Reich 
Front organisation and key players from the 
early 1990s terrorist group White Aryan 
Resistance (VAM). 


Police subdue the nazi boneheads 


The gig — the second of its kind in a month 
— was organised discreetly without advertise- 
ment. Information about it circulated by word 
of mouth. The bands that played were 
Svastika, White Aggression and the US band 
Max Resist and the Hooligans, the flagship 
band of Nordland’s US _ counterpart, 
Resistance. 

Nordland was able to keep the gig secret 
until the last moment by renting a commercial 
dance hall north of Stockholm under the pre- 
tence of filming a rock video. The fact that 
Nordland could muster more than 300 nazis, 
each paying £18 for admission, demonstrates 
its organising abilities. 

Following numerous complaints about 
inactivity and inability to act against nazi hate 
crimes, the police decided for once to act 
firmly. They presumably had advance intelli- 
gence, because before the concert began they 
set up a roadblock on the outskirts of 
Stockholm to stop a bus load of around 60 
Gothenburg nazis. Despite a thorough search, 
they found nothing illegal. 

Nordland had evidently counted on the 
police “closing their eyes” and disappearing 
as soon as the concert was under way. When 
the nazis suddenly became aware of the 
impending raid, they tried to block the main 
doors to the hall. Police entering through side 
doors to make arrests were immediately vio- 
lently assaulted. After the intervention of the 
riot squad, 314 nazis ended up spread-eagled 
on the floor. 

Twenty-five non-Swedes were arrested for 
inciting racial hatred or participating in riot- 
ing, 20 of whom were formally charged in 
court. To prevent them leaving the country, 





the non-Swedes were held in custody, where- 
as the Swedes were freed on bail in the early 
morning. 

The non-Swedes charged consisted of one 
from Britain, eight Germans, six Norwegians 
and five US citizens, among them Shawn 
Sugg, lead singer of Max Resist, and the US 
nazi cult “folk singer” Eric Owens. 

They were Troy McCann (born 4.2.71) 
from Britain; Karsten Volker (15.1.68), Dirk 
Horn (6.5.71), Hartmut Spengler (19.5.76), 
Heiko Lappat (16.12.70), Thorsten Graumann 
(7.2.69), Jens Schurmann (1.8.76), Michael 


Simon (22.12.72) and Katja Proseler 
(31.7.75) from Germany; Ann Kristin Brun 
(12.4.78), Kay-Amund Almendingen 


(21.8.78), Kjell Arne Karlengen (2.12.72), 
Glenn Nilsson (3.9.76), Runar Snellingen 
(6.6.74) and Jan-Helge Wanggard (28.3.78) 
from Norway; Andrew Nicholas Miokowic 
(4.8.76), Danielle Michele Reda (26.7.71), 
Eric James Dobbs (5.12.67), Lee Shawn Sugg 
(13.10.67) and Eric Owens (1.1.70) from the 
USA. Days after the riot, the Americans were 
all jailed for one month. 

Two of the Germans are allegedly aligned 
with the outlawed Nationalistische Front and 
the Norwegians all have a known nazi back- 
ground (see page 18). 

Nordland plans to hold another concert in 
Sddertalje, south of Stockholm, on 31 
January to raise money for the defence of 
those arrested on 3 January. Already billed to 
appear are the British nazi bands Celtic 
Warrior and English Rose, as well as 
Germania and the Norwegian band Norhat. 


From our Swedish correspondent and Expo 
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Outrage at police cooperation with nazis 


A mere 60 nazis turned up to listen to Max 
Resist and the Hooligans, the USA’s leading 
nazi band, at Norway’s third nazi gig of 1997. 
Also playing at the New Year’s Eve concert 
were Sgnner av Norge (Sons of Norway) 
from Asker. 

The audience included a few visitors from 
Sweden, Germany and England. The gig took 
place just outside Oslo, in Nittedal, which had 
made the news a few weeks earlier when a 
Somali family had to move out of the area 
because of racial harassment. 

The venue had, as usual, been hired for a 
private party, but the contract was cancelled 
when the manager of the Labour Party owned 
Folkets Hus discovered the truth. The nazis 
had booked the hall for what they claimed 
was a fortieth birthday party, but the manager 
later found a note saying it was a thirtieth 
birthday celebration. 

Concerned by the discrepancy, he called the 
police, who informed him that a nazi concert 
was being organised “somewhere in the 
area”. This should have been the end of the 
matter but for the outrageous behaviour of the 
local police. Having promised to kick out any 
nazis who appeared, they did the exact oppo- 
site, leaving the hall’s manager bewildered 
and angry. 

But the worst was yet to come. In order to 
maintain “law and order”, the police cooper- 
ated fully with the Viking nazis, resulting in a 
bizarre situation in which nazis stood side by 
side with the police at roadblocks around 
Nittedal and stopped passing cars to check the 
identity of their passengers ... looking for 
anti-fascists! 

The gig took place as planned and some of 
the nazis were even given a free police escort 








The leading US nazi band Max Resist 
and the Hooligans, whose New Year 
tour took in Norway and Sweden 


to Oslo afterwards. When the press asked the 
police why they had allowed this scandalous 
situation, the police officer in command 
replied laconically: “Why not?” 

The lack of prominent Norwegian nazis at 
the Nittedal gig evinces the current splits 
inside the Norwegian nazi movement. The 
concert was clearly part of a drive by the 
Nordland-Resistance faction of the interna- 
tional nazi bonehead movement to assert its 
presence and influence in Norway. 

The leading Norwegian fascist Michael 
Knutsen was a notable absentee. He appears 
to be continuing his efforts to remain neutral 
in the bitter intra-nazi warfare between 
Nordland-Resistance and Combat 18, which 
is also anxious to establish a foothold in 
Norway. 

While Knutsen prefers to ride two horses at 
once, the Viking mob seems to have come 
down definitively on the side of Nordland 
and Resistance. 

A drinks licence for the gig had obtained 


by Kjell-Arne Karlengen, a member of the 
Aryan Youth Front from Hgnefoss, west of 
Oslo. Karlengen was one of those arrested at 
the much bigger nazi concert near Stockholm 
three days later. He has several convictions 
for violence, threats, car thefts and driving 
under the influence of drink. 

The five other Norwegian nazis charged 
following the Swedish gig all have known 
nazi links. 

@ Ann Kristin Brun lives in Eidsvoll. Her 
brother, Roger, is a member of Riksfronten 
and the Norwegian Blood and Honour move- 
ment. 

@ Glen Nilsson reportedly shared an apart- 
ment with Jan “Pip”, a former leading nazi. 
Before he left Oslo, he was the leader of 
Viking in the west of the city. He is most 
famous for the tattoo on his skull, which says 
“Six million lies”. Because of the tattoo he 
has to keep his hair very short, so that every- 
one can admire it. 

@ Jan Helge Wanggard is in charge of 
Viking’s branch in Nittedal. He spent some 
time in custody this summer after being 
arrested together with Eirik “Micro” Solheim, 
Tom Kimmo Eiternes and others suspected of 
planning to free the nazi satanist Varg 
Vikernes, who is serving a life sentence for 
arson and murder, and for plotting against the 
government. 

@ Kay-Amund Almendingen, who comes 
from Aneby, near Nittedal, is a member of the 
local branch of Viking. 

@ Runar Snellingen, from Uelandsgate in 
Oslo, is a Viking supporter. 


From our Norwegian correspondent and 
Monitor 





Nazi gangs terrorise east German city 


victim of a nazi attack in a flat 
A in Magdeburg, east Germany, is 

expected to suffer permanent brain 
damage. 

The nazi boneheads who attacked 23-year- 
old Gordon Galfert and several other punks in 
the suburb of Cracau on 3 January planned 
their evil deed thoroughly, spreading them- 
selves strategically around the backyard and 
entrance porch of the building. While a few 
of the punks were able to escape, Galfert was 
kicked and beaten almost to death by the 
intruders. 

A young girl who also fell into the hands of 
the nazis was not beaten but used to convey a 
message that would later indicate the real pur- 
pose of the attack on the flat. “Where is Peter 
Béttcher? We are going to do him in. We are 
going to get him,” they bawled at her, while 
warning her to change her views. 

After a phone call from an elderly neigh- 
bour, the police arrested all 11 attackers, nine 
of them on a tram, shortly after the assault. 
All were already well known to the police. 
Following an application by the state prose- 
cutor, four of the nazis have been remanded 
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in custody, charged with breach of the peace 
and attempted murder. The rest were freed on 
bail. 

Béttcher, the owner of the flat and the real 
target of the attack, had been at a concert in 
Erfurt when the nazis stormed his home. He 
has no doubts about the reason for the attack. 
Last February, after the brutal murder of his 
brother Frank on Magdeburg’s Neu- 
Olvenstedt housing estate, he was the only 
person, apart from the local anti-fascist 
group, to “publicly pin the responsibility for 
the killing on the right-wing scene”. 

Right up to the arrest of Frank’s killer, a 
17-year-old fascist bonehead, also from Neu- 
Olvenstedt, the police and prosecution 
authorities denied the real causes of the mur- 
der and instead speculated about “internal 
conflicts in the punk scene”. Béttcher, who 
has been in hiding since the assault on his 
flat, says “Gordon got a beating for me” and 
and worries that “there is no safe place for me 
in Magdeburg”. 

He is not alone. Magdeburg is a dangerous 
place for those whom the nazis particularly 
regard as their enemies. The problem stems 


from 1992, when a marauding mob of 60 nazi 
boneheads raided a punk’s birthday party at 
the Elbeterrasse pub and battered 23-year-old 
Torsten Lamprecht to death. 

Two years later gangs of fascists wielding 
clubs roamed the streets in search of foreign- 
ers. Those they caught were savagely beaten. 
In February last year, the fascist mayhem 
turned murderous again with the stabbing of 
Frank Bottcher as he stood at a tram stop. 

These headline events mask the grisly reali- 
ty of everyday nazi terror in Magdeburg. A 
glance over the unbroken series of racist and 
nazi attacks that occurred in 1997 — despite 
the establishment of no fewer than 30 new 
youth projects and the employment of yet 
more social workers, above all in the fascist 
stronghold of Neu-Olvenstedt — shows that 
migrants, the homeless and left-wing youth 
live in a situation of constant terror. 

As recently as 23 December, a 26-year-old 
Iraqi was threatened on a tram by two men 
armed with a gas pistol and knife and insulted 
with nazi slogans. On New Year’s Eve, a 
troop of 20 fascist louts tried to attack a 
municipally supported housing project for 


punks in Magdeburg’s Stadtfeld district. The 
attack failed when the punks actively defend- 
ed themselves. 

On New Year’s Day, two days before the 
raid on his home, Peter Béttcher himself was 
the victim of a street assault by boneheads. 
He only escaped serious injury by fleeing into 
a shoe shop and leaving by the back door. 

Willi Polte, Magdeburg’s Social Democrat 
(SPD) mayor, plays down the fascist violence 
as “isolated cases” and has nightmares about 
his city getting a bad reputation. Local anti- 
fascists, however, see the events of 3 January 
as part of a “continuity” and blame the city’s 
coalition council for giving the fascists a 
squeaky clean image. 

The city council’s approach reached a nadir 
in October last year when the conservative 
Christian Democrats (CDU) called for 
“immediate measures to combat street terror 
in Stadtfeld’. By street terror the CDU meant 
graffiti and paint marks on the walls of a dis- 
trict widely regarded as leftist territory. 

The CDU also demanded that all possible 
steps be taken to evict punks and left-wingers 
from two houses in the district, even though 
the tenants possessed legal tenancy agree- 
ments. Magdeburg anti-fascists see this “slan- 
der campaign” as the “ideological founda- 
tion” for the nazi attacks and say that whoev- 
er brands the punks as outlaws should not be 
surprised when the boneheads translate this 
hatred into action. 

This has, in fact, started. Security staff at a 
shopping arcade in the city centre have 
repeatedly used fascist skinheads to drive 
punks and other “undesirables” from the 
arcade and out of the area. 


Matthias Gartner, a Party of Democratic 
Socialism (PDS) member of the regional par- 
liament, has asked: “If what has happened in 
Stadtfeld is ‘street terror’, then what are the 
situation in Neu-Olvenstedt and the attack on 
the flat in Cracau?” 

According to Gartner, there are only three 
options for those on the Neu-Olvenstedt 
estate who look and think differently from the 


nazi bands such as Doitsche Patrioten and 
Elbesturm were able for several years 
to practise undisturbed in premises 
belonging to official youth projects that 
overwhelmingly concern themselves with 
rightist youth shows what is understood by 
the term ‘acceptable social work’ in 
Magdeburg,” he says. 

Plans by the city’s youth office to wind up 





There are only three options for those on the Neu-Olvenstedt 
estate who look and think differently from the fascists who control 
the streets there: “To go over to the right, spend any spare time in 
another part of town or stay at home” 





fascists who control the streets there: “To go 
over to the right, spend any spare time in 
another part of town or stay at home”. 

Gartner blames the ruling SPD-CDU coali- 
tion in the city for “playing down right-wing 
extremism and smearing and criminalising 
the punks”. This situation, he says, has 
allowed Frank Béttcher’s killers to get away 
with their crime and to think they can do as 
they like. 

The young MP estimates that there are 200 
militant nazi skinheads in Magdeburg, around 
whom stands an even bigger extreme-right 
youth periphery. Generally, their structures 
are loose and informal but, when necessary, 
can be very well organised. 

Gartner thinks that the attempt to carry out 
acceptable social work among these rightists 
has failed miserably. “The fact that known 


the punks’ collective housing project and seg- 
regate the tenants in various other parts of the 
city have been sharply condemned both by 
anti-fascists and by the youngsters directly 
involved. “After the murder of Frank 
Bottcher, we are all scared,” they say, adding 
“the common housing project gives us some 
protection”. 

The punks point to the raid on Peter 
Bottcher’s flat as an example of what can 
happen when punks live alone. However, as 
anti-fascists are aware, such nazi raids are 
nothing new in Magdeburg. In December, a 
group of nazi boneheads invaded the home of 
a punk’s parents. The parents were threat- 
ened, while the youngster was dragged out of 
bed and given a hammering. 


From our German correspondent 





Nazi is ‘young liberal’ says Haider MP 


A hard-core nazi has been working as assis- 
tant to an MP for Jorg Haider’s Freedom 
Movement (FPO) since 1 December last year, 
it has been revealed. The MP is Walter 
Meischberger but his assistant’s name, 
Schimanek, will be more familiar to interna- 
tional observers of the Austrian fascist scene. 

This time, however, it is not the jailed nazi 
paramilitary leader J6rg Schimanek whose 
name is up in lights but his brother, Rene 
Schimanek. The two are sons of Hans-Jérg 
. Schimanek, the Austrian broadcasting boss 
and senior FPO politician. 

To Meischberger, Rene Schimanek is a 
“young liberal” with outstanding talents. His 
elder brother is sitting out his sentence for a 
variety of criminal acts, but Rene Schimanek 
has always tried to hide in the background 
and was, until recently, never publicly linked 
with the violent terrorist activities of 
Austria’s hard-core nazis. 

Recently disclosed internal police docu- 
ments have, however, revealed that the 
younger Schimanek was rather more deeply 
involved in his criminal brother’s nazi 
Kameradschaft Langenlois than was previ- 
ously thought. 

The Kameradschaft, one of Austria’s most 
dangerous nazi groups, was founded in 1986 
by Jérg Schimanek in Lower Austria. It 
quickly acquired notoriety for its paramilitary 











FPO leader Jérg Haider: his party has 
not dispensed with Rene Schimanek’s 
services 





training activities as well as its organisation 
of highly provocative street demonstrations. 


During the late 1980s and early 1990s, the 
Kameradschaft was a familiar sight in many 
small villages, where its members — all 
uniformly dressed in white shirts and black 
trousers — would march through the commu- 
nity chanting slogans against unemployment 
and public spending on immigrants. 

The Kameradschaft really took off, 
however, when it merged with the since jailed 
Gottfried Kiissel’s Vienna-based Volkstreue 
Ausserparlamentarische Opposition (VAPO). 
Jérg Schimanek shot to prominence in the 
new nazi group and became an internationally 
respected fascist. 

The new evidence from police files, 
including legal depositions and photographs, 
indicates that Rene Schimanek too played a 
full part in the activities of the 
Kameradschaft. In particular, he was present 
at military training exercises, took part in 
demonstrations and was a key contact of 
Kiissel. 

Since these facts were disclosed in the 
Austrian press, young Schimanek has admit- 
ted his nazi role but claims that he was politi- 
cally completely unaware. Needless, to say he 
has not been sacked by the FPO, which has 
never found difficulty in accommodating 
hard-core nazis. 


From our Austrian correspondent 
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Oklahoma City bombing: 
Nichols trial exposes 
flaws in prosecution case 


erry Nichols was found guilty in 
December of manslaughter and con- 
spiracy to build the bomb which killed 
169 people in Oklahoma City, but the jury 
decided he was innocent of premeditated 
murder. It was a confusing, compromise ver- 
dict. Prosecutors apparently did not convince 
the jurors that Nichols was Tim McVeigh’s 
only fully-fledged partner in the bombing. On 
the other hand, jurors did not completely 
believe the mantra repeated by defence attor- 
neys that Nichols was trying to “build a life” 
with his wife and children, and “not a bomb” 
with McVeigh. 

After a week of attempting to decide how 
to sentence Nichols, the jury was split and 
unable to come to a decision. Apparently, 
several jurors wanted to sentence him to 
death, believing that he was as culpable as 
McVeigh. Several others, including the jury 
forewoman, said that the FBI had bungled the 
investigation — including the failure to tape 
the initial nine-hour interview with Nichols. 
Now Judge Richard Matsch will sentence 
Nichols, although he is not allowed by law to 
give him the death penalty. 

McVeigh was convicted last year on all 
charges and sentenced to death. At his trial, 
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government prosecutors presented convincing 
evidence of McVeigh’s role in assembling the 
bomb components, including renting the 
truck and driving it to Oklahoma City. Their 
case focused narrowly on McVeigh and his 
co-conspirators Nichols and Michael Fortier. 
Significant elements of the bomb plot, such 
as how and where the bomb was actually con- 
structed, were left unaddressed. McVeigh’s 
defence attorneys, on the other hand, gos- 
siped about a larger bombing conspiracy — 
possibly involving German national Andreas 
Strassmeir — for 12 months before the trial. At 
trial, however, they presented a limp defence. 
Despite a continuing mystery about the iden- 
tity of the notorious “John Doe Two”, 
McVeigh’s defence introduced no evidence 
that anyone other than McVeigh (and Nichols 
and Fortier) was involved in the plot. 

Nichols’s trial was exactly the reverse. This 
time, defence attorneys refused to reveal their 
case before the trial. But they introduced sig- 
nificant and credible evidence that the bomb 
was built by four or five men, not including 
either McVeigh or Nichols. 

The prosecutors again presented mountains 
of evidence that Nichols plotted with 
McVeigh and helped procure the fertiliser and 





fuel oil used in the bomb. In addition, the 
government also showed that Nichols had 
robbed an Arkansas gun dealer of weapons 
and money six months before the bombing, 
possibly to help finance the operation. They 
proved that just days before the bombing 
Nichols drove to Oklahoma City and picked 
up McVeigh after the latter had stashed his 
getaway car. 

Ironically, Nichols’s wife, Marife, corrobo- 
rated the government’s theory. She was called 
as a defence witness to describe Nichols’s 
family life: buying and selling military sur- 
plus items (including small bottles of fertilis- 
er), renting videotapes and shopping at 
Walmart. Marife also testified that when her 
husband had first told her he was driving to 
pick up McVeigh, days before the bombing, 
he had lied. Nichols initially told Marife he 
was going to Omaha, Nebraska, rather than 
Oklahoma City. The implication, of course, 
was that Nichols knew about the plans to 
blow up the federal building and was hiding 
the information from his wife. Marife, a mail- 
order bride from The Philippines, also admit- 
ted that she was “jealous” of all the time her 
husband spent with McVeigh and described 
an unhappy marriage in which she was 
trapped at home. Her evidence contradicted 
the defence contention that Nichols was a 
good father and husband who had stopped 
seeing McVeigh and was not involved in the 
plot. 

Other defence witnesses confirmed the 
plotters’ links to white supremacists and the 
militia movement. Since the day after 
McVeigh’s arrest, militia spinmeisters have 
tried to convince the public that the bombers 
were lone individuals and were not linked to 
their movement. But the evidence proved oth- 
erwise. Nichols was up to his neck in the 
phoney legal theories of the Posse Comitatus, 
a white supremacist group based in the rural 
Midwest. And Richard Coffman, an Arizona 
unit leader for William Pierce’s National 
Alliance, testified that McVeigh had called 
his telephone message machine several times. 
Other defence witnesses testified that for sev- 
eral years McVeigh distributed National 
Alliance propaganda as well as that of the 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 


Was Strassmeir involved? 


Defence attorneys also tried conclusively to 
link Strassmeir to the bomb plot. The son of 
Gunter Strassmeir, a high-ranking official of 
the German conservative party, the CDU, and 
a former Berlin staatssekretdr, Andreas 
Strassmeir served as a panzer lieutenant in the 
Bundeswehr. Reputable American press 
reports assert that he received intelligence 
training as part of his military service. 
Strassmeir visited the United States in 
1988, ostensibly because of his interest in the 
American Civil War. Apparently he first 
stayed in Virginia with Vincent Petruskie, a 
retired Air Force colonel and friend of Gunter 
Strassmeir. Petruskie told the Nashville 
Tennessean newspaper that Strassmeir tried, 
but failed, to get a job with the Drug 
Enforcement Administration. At the same 
time, Strassmeir befriended attorney Kirk 
Lyons. Lyons is well connected with almost 
every element of the American white 
supremacist movement and has visited neo- 


nazis in Germany and 
England. Strassmeir left the 
United States, travelled widely 
outside Germany and returned 
to the USA in 1991. At that 
point, Lyons arranged accom- 
modation for Strassmeir, even- 
tually settling him at Elohim 
City, a so-called Christian 
Identity encampment in north- 
east Oklahoma. 

According to testimony by 
the wife of one of Elohim 
City’s leaders, Joan Millar, 
Strassmeir trained young men 
from the encampment in 
weapons and “security”. But 
he was not “chief of security”, 
she said. That post was held 
by an Elohim City native. 
Millar also told jurors that on 
5 April 1995 — just two weeks 
before the bombing -—- 
McVeigh called her compound 
looking for Strassmeir. 
However, she claimed that 
McVeigh did not know 
Strassmeir’s name. 

“When I answered the 
phone,” Millar testified, “it 
was a male voice. He gave a 
name, but it wasn’t McVeigh. 
He said that he ... would be in 
the area within the next couple 
weeks and he wanted to know 
if he could come and visit 
Elohim City.” 

McVeigh told her that he 
had been at a gun show and 
someone had given him a card 
with Elohim City’s phone 
number. Millar told the jury: “I asked him 
who it was that gave him the card, and he 
said, ‘I don’t remember his name, but he had 
a very broad foreign accent’. I said, ‘Was it 
Andy?’ And he said, ‘That might have been 
his name’.” 

Strassmeir could not come to the phone and 
the call ended. If Millar was telling the truth 
about McVeigh not knowing Strassmeir’s 
name, then there is little chance that 
Strassmeir was involved in the bomb plot. 

The next witness was Carol Howe, a high- 
society debutante who spent several years in 
and out of the white supremacist movement. 
She initially joined up after calling Dennis 
‘ Mahon’s White Aryan Resistance telephone 
message line in Tulsa Oklahoma. Mahon is a 
48-year-old longtime Klansman and neo-nazi, 
who organised a cross-burning in Germany in 
September 1991. He and the young, attractive 
debutante became sexually involved and 
Mahon took her to Elohim City on several 
occasions. Through Mahon, Howe also met 
Strassmeir. She testified that she had seen 
McVeigh with Strassmeir at Elohim City in 
July 1994 — ten months before the bombing. 

Millar’s testimony contradicts that of 
Howe. Although they were both called as wit- 
nesses by Nichols’s attorneys, only one of 
them can be telling the truth. 

For her part, Howe had a fight with Mahon. 
She then became an informant for the Bureau 
of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) in 
August 1994 as a “personal vendetta”. A few 
months later, in March 1995, the BATF 





Elohim City, a 
Christian Identity 
settlement in 
Oklahoma. One 
witness claimed she 
had seen McVeigh 
there with Andreas 
Strassmeir. 

Left: Robert Millar, 
one of Elohim City’s 
leaders. His wife 
testified at the trial 


dropped her as an informant. Two days after 
the Oklahoma City bombing, on 21 April, 
Howe called the BATF again, this time to say 
she thought she knew who John Does One 
and Two were. At that time she was shown a 
picture of McVeigh, but did not identify him. 
She claimed two other men were the John 
Does. 

Despite repeated debriefings by the law 
enforcement authorities, Howe waited for 
several months to claim that she had seen 
McVeigh with Strassmeir at Elohim City. And 
it was not until January 1997 — after she had 
been arrested on unrelated charges — that she 
claimed Mahon had talked to McVeigh on the 
phone. In fact, much of Howe’s testimony 
linking the bombing to Strassmeir and Mahon 
smelled of the personal vendetta she claimed 
motivated her to become an informant in the 
first place. 

(Significantly, Howe’s lack of candour does 
not completely exonerate Strassmeir. While 
he lived at Elohim City, Strassmeir’s room 
mate was Michael Brescia. At that time, 
Brescia has confessed, he was a member of 
the Aryan Republican Army and robbing 
banks across the Midwest. It is quite likely 
that Strassmeir knew of Brescia’s activities.) 


John Does Two, Three, 
Four and Five 


Little noticed in the Nichols trial was the very 
believable testimony by Charles Farley, a 
mechanic who fished regularly at Geary State 





Lake. Prosecutors claim that the bomb was 
built at Geary Lake, but have never contend- 
ed that anyone other than McVeigh did it. 
Farley on the other hand testified that on the 
evening of 18 April, the day before the bomb- 
ing, he witnessed what was probably the 
bomb-making scene. An older brown car, a 
green and white pickup truck and a large farm 
truck stacked high with fertiliser bags were 
parked near a large Ryder truck at an entrance 
to Geary Lake. He saw five men, including 
one who shouted “hurry up” to the others. At 
the trial Farley’s testimony was exact and 
detailed, including a rough description of one 
of the men. Farley told his story to the FBI 
shortly after the bombing, but they did not 
follow up his information. In cross-examina- 
tion prosecutors attempted to cast doubt on 
Farley’s account. In the end, Farley provided 
more hard evidence than Howe or anyone 
else that others in addition to McVeigh and 
Nichols plotted the bombing. 

One by-product of the Nichols trial is that 
the Christian patriots’ propaganda machine, 
which claimed the bomb was a government 
plot and their movement did not do it, has 
been eclipsed by those at the centre of liberal 
opinion-forming. After the Nichols verdict, 
an article in the New Yorker magazine 
claimed that neither Nichols nor McVeigh 
was part of the militia movement. In addition 
to getting the facts wrong — the author 
claimed there was no credible evidence that 
anyone other than Nichols, McVeigh and 
Fortier knew about the bomb — the New 
Yorker failed to understand how white nation- 
alist movements operate. Most importantly, 
the author does not understand that the links 
between quasi-public militia groups and the 
violent underground are, for the most part, 
ideological not personal. 

Whatever Judge Matsch’s sentence, the 
Oklahoma City bombing legal saga will not 
be over. A grand jury is still calling witnesses 
and Oklahoma prosecutors have promised to 
indict both Nichols and McVeigh on state 
charges for the murders not named in the fed- 
eral case. Trials and appeals are likely to drag 
on for years. 
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Reflex 


is the 
Searchlight. It publishes a magazine and 


French equivalent of 


carries out excellent research and analysis 
of the far right in France. Reflex is pleased 
to extend the benefit of its expertise to 
Searchlight’s readers by contributing a 






monthly resumé of events in France. 








FN security squad: a law unto itself 


r [= fascist Front National’s security 
organisation and goon squad, the so- 
called Département Protection et 

Sécurité (DPS), has been assailed by two big 

scandals in recent months. The first, in mid- 

November, stems from revelations in the 

daily newspaper Libération, which published 

an interview with a former DPS member. 

The ex-DPS man recounted “special mis- 
sions” undertaken by “shock groups” mainly 
composed of former military personnel. 
These “missions”, he admitted, often 
involved infiltration of anti-FN demonstra- 
tions, protests to “smash the ringleaders” and 
“punishment jobs” on anti-fascists. 

He also described how members of DPS 
squads carried weapons and gathered and had 
access to information and files about journal- 
ists who work to expose the real character of 
the EN. These files, said Libération’s infor- 
mant, usually contained the names, addresses, 
photographs and other personal details of 
“enemy” journalists. Naturally, the FN cate- 
gorically denies such activities, but curiously 
enough has launched an internal enquiry to 
establish the identity of the former DPS 
member who blew the whistle. 

The second major scandal directly concerns 
the DPS’s boss, Bernard Courcelle, who was 
allegedly the intermediary between Chechen 
generals and arms traders in a tale of 
“weapons that disappeared”. 

This story of FN skullduggery appears to 
have started in January 1996, when Courcelle 
met the Franco-British academic Marie 
Bennigsen, leader of SOS Chechenia, in the 
studios of the extreme-right wing Radio 
Courtoisie. 

The producer of the broadcast was Pierre 
de Villemarest, an ultra-right journalist who 
has close links with certain circles in the 
intelligence services. Villemarest used his 
“friendship with General Dudayev” as a ref- 
erence and only a few weeks later, on 12 
March, Courcelle and a television crew 
turned up in Chechenia to assist Dudayev 
with a press conference. 

During the trip, which seems to have been a 
cover from the outset, Courcelle quickly got 
down to business, offering to supply Dudayev 
with weapons and military experts, including 
pilots. Courcelle and his Chechen partners 
agreed on a price of $400,000 (£250,000) for 
weapons reportedly stashed at a arms dump 
in Croatia. These weapons belonged to a 
German arms dealer known only as 
“Giinther”. 

The next stage of the story occurred in 
April 1996, when Ilya Mustapha, a represen- 
tative of Dudayey, arrived in France. Billeted 
with Courcelle, he took part in the FN’s May 
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Day march and met Janine Le Pen, the wife 
of the FN leader Jean-Marie Le Pen. He also 
was informed of the death of “Giinther”. 

Among the contacts Mustapha made during 
his trip was Marty Cappiau, a Croatian resi- 
dent who acts as a go-between for arms deal- 
ers. At the time of Mustapha’s visit, Cappiau 
was doing business with an international 
weapons trader, Bernard Stroadzo-Mougins. 
Mougins, a French citizen living in South 
Africa, is known for selling arms to Iraq in 
defiance of the international embargo. 

Meanwhile, prices were rising and 
Mustapha was hurriedly flown by one of Le 
Pen’s friends, Henri Signard, to Switzerland, 
where he set up a front company called 
Fordfield Inc. After depositing a million 
dollars in the firm’s account, the Chechen 
emissary was shunted around Poland, 
Bulgaria and Romania in a fruitless pursuit of 
the weapons, which had suddenly become 
invisible. 

Eventually, at the end of July, the weapons 
were found in Uganda, but because Grozny, 
the Chechen capital, had already fallen, they 
were useless. Now, some rather less-than-sat- 
isfied Chechens want their money back, but it 
and everyone associated with the deal have 
vanished ... except for Courcelle. 


Conservative right 
runs scared of FN 


The mainstream right has become paranoid 
about the prospect of losing control of a num- 
ber of regions in next month’s regional elec- 
tions. It already attributes its failure in the last 
general election to the FN, whose high scores 
scuppered any chance of holding onto numer- 











Jacques Bompard, the FN mayor of 
Orange. Will the fascists extend their 
political power in next month's 
regional elections? 


ous seats. The mainstream parties have lost 
their former unanimity over the FN and with 
an “every man for himself” attitude 
widespread, several different strategies are 
being floated. 

Those who reject any kind of accommoda- 
tion with the fascists are rapidly diminishing 
in number, while those willing to do deals 
with the FN or adopt its ideas and policies are 
growing. Among those who refuse to have 
any truck with the FN is the former Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur. He has 
announced that the presidency of the Paris 
region will be unacceptable to him if he needs 
the support of the FN to win it. 

Standing between Balladur and those who 
are preparing to come to an agreement with 
Le Pen is Philippe Séguin, the general secre- 
tary of President Jacques Chirac’s Rally for 
the Republic (RPR). Séguin rules out an elec- 
toral bloc with the FN, but argues that the FN 
should be “undemonised”. 

Leading the charge to steal Le Pen’s pro- 
gramme is no less a figure than Francois 
Guillaume, a former Minister of Agriculture 
and RPR candidate in a by-election at 
Lunéville in the eastern French region of 
Lorraine. 

Guillaume based his campaign on opposi- 
tion “insecurity” and “illegal immigration”, 
often making racist jokes about “cross- 
breeds”. Playing the cards of fear and 
rumours, he was elected mainly as a result of 
winning the votes of those who would other- 
wise vote for the FN. 

Although the FN was eliminated from the 
second round of the ballot both in Lunéville 
and in nearby Mulhouse, after its vote fell 
below the share won by the party in the last 
parliamentary elections, Guillaume’s cam- 
paign has made its poisonous ideas part of 
everyday life. 

While the likes of Guillaume merely steal 
Le Pen’s clothes, other politicians of the 
crumbling conservative right are intent on 
climbing into bed with him. The former 
deputy chief of the RPR, Jean Frangois 
Mancel, comes in this category. 

Mancel will stop at nothing to retain his 
presidency of the Oise region. Although he 
stands accused of improperly spending 
£170,000 of public money and “abusing con- 
fidentiality”, he now fawns on the FN, which 
saw off his chances of being reelected during 
the parliamentary elections by fighting its 
way through to the second round. Like the 
EN, he rails against “insecurity” and the chil- 
dren of immigrants who are only French “by 
accident”. 

The concept of an alliance between sec- 
tions of the traditional right and the FN has its 


Fini goes for the millennium 


ianfranco Fini, leader of the Alleanza 
G Nazionale (AN), was slow: to realise 

the extent of the problems in his 
ultra-right electoral bloc, the Pole of Liberty, 
after his ally Silvio Berlusconi, leader of the 
Forza Italia (FI), launched a vitriolic attack 
on him. 

In fact, the Pole of Liberty is now in the 
throes of the most serious crisis in its crisis- 
ridden history. The catalyst for the conflict 
that has erupted between the erstwhile allies 
was last November’s election, in which both 
the FI and the AN fared well below their own 
bloated expectations. 

The drop in support registered for the two 
extreme-right parties was disastrous. In the 
spring elections of 1996, the AN polled 24% 
and the FI 16%. In November their votes 
slumped to 16.7% and 11.3% respectively. 

Although, the AN got the second biggest 
vote for a single party, the 7% drop cannot be 
dismissed. Fini’s immediate reaction was to 
call for a summit with Berlusconi to enforce a 
major shake-up. However, Berlusconi is not a 
man to be “shaken up” and preferred to see 
what steps Fini would take to put his own 
party in order. He should not have been dis- 
appointed initially, because Fini set about 
familiar figures and political tendencies with- 
in the AN with what looked like a well sharp- 
ened axe. 

First he temporarily suspended the AN’s 
national committee and appointed two “out- 
siders” as his personal political advisers: 
technocrats with a strong belief in free market 
economics and ardent admirers of both 
Margaret Thatcher and the former Chilean 
fascist dictator Augusto Pinochet. The two 
had been members of the AN for little more 
than three months. 

What was more significant, however, was 
whom they replaced: none other than the fas- 
cist-saluting Maurizio Gasparri, Fini’s long- 
time spokesman. Gasparri’s dismissal was an 
attempt to send a signal to Berlusconi’s voters 
that the AN is the only alternative to the FI. 

However, the changes have not only been a 
move into Berlusconi’s territory. Fini has 





shown that he believes it 
important to appease the 
increasingly frustrated 
grass roots of the AN. His 
other changes therefore in 
effect reinstated some of 
the old-style Mussolini- 
style fascists. 

By reassuring the “old 
guard” that he is not aban- 
doning the ideals of 
Mussolini, whom he once 
lauded as “the greatest 
statesman of the twentieth 
century”, Fini has opted to 
walk a political tightrope 
in the hope that his waiting 
game will bring him ulti- 
mate success. The new tar- 
get date for a breakthrough, it seems, is the 
year 2000 and Fini has threatened to resign 
unless November’s big election losses are 
reversed by then. 

His prospects are not bright. At least one 
other group in the increasingly fragile Pole of 
Liberty is trying to reduce Fini’s room for 
manoeuvre. The answer to the bloc’s crisis 
for the CCD-CDU Christian right group, it 
seems, is to resurrect the dead and buried 
Christian Democrats (CD). The politician 
whose name is being touted as possible leader 
of a revived CD is Francesco Cossiga, of 
“Gladio” fame, who as Interior Minister 
allowed the Nazi war criminal Herbert 
Kappler to escape from one of Italy’s top 
maximum security prisons. 

Fini is walking through a minefield and try- 
ing to please inveterately opposed forces. 
Although he has been given a verbal drubbing 
from Berlusconi, whom he aims to supplant 
once and for all, his shrewdness should not be 
underestimated. 

Recently, he pronounced on television that 
the Sald Republic set up by the SS in 1943 
was a totalitarian regime, but cleverly 
qualified this by asserting that the matter was 
only of historical, but not political, interest. 
In other words, by attacking a regime 











Gianfranco Fini: will he resign in 2000? 


established by non-Italians, Fini absolved 
genuine Italian fascism. 

Despite his all-too-evident flexibility, Fini 
is running out of time. Berlusconi’s prison 
sentence for fraud was commuted to a fine — 
like almost all sentences under two years in 
Italy — which means that Fini’s deadly rival is 
still very much on the scene. 

The FI will simply not disappear. Fini’s 
belief that he can gobble up the majority 
of the FI’s 11.3% vote is a miscalculation. If 
the CD does reemerge, he could lose the 
votes he gained from the old CD when it col- 
lapsed under the weight of its own corruption 
and villainy. And because of his close associ- 
ation with Berlusconi, Fini could be pulled 
down with him as a result of the continuing 
investigation into media tycoon’s business 
affairs. 

AN traditionalists, who have until now dis- 
played remarkable loyalty to Fini, are becom- 
ing increasingly restive about their leader’s 
attempts to outflank his opponents on the 
right in pursuit of a peaceful and parliamen- 
tary road to fascism. They could soon start 
making moves to leave the cul-de-sac into 
which they feel he has dragged them. 


From our Italian correspondent 





supporters in the FN, not least in the faction 
. around the party’s second-in-command, 
Bruno Mégret. Le Pen’s repetition of his infa- 
mous — and illegal — comments about the 
Nazi gas chambers being “a detail of history” 
and his description of the ‘““German people” as 
the “martyr of history” at a meeting in 
Munich attended by the German fascist leader 
Franz Schénhuber can be interpreted as an 
attempt to limit Mégret’s influence and to tor- 
pedo any notions of an arrangement with the 
hated mainstream conservatives. 

The Mégret faction is striving desperately 
to convince the RPR and the so-called liberals 
of the UDF that their salvation depends on 
making a deal with the FN. This tactic is 
being pushed especially heavily in the Gard, 
Oise and Seine-St Denis regions. 

The quarrels between Le Pen and Mégret 
have not yet disrupted the party’s infiltration 
of the economy and society. In November, the 


In the commercial sector of the 
elections to France’s Chambers 
of Trade and Industry, the 
fascists took the votes of almost 
30 per cent of the shopkeepers 
in the Paris region, 44 per cent 
in Evreux and 30 per cent in 
Marseille and Nice 


EN fielded candidates, under the slogan “FN 
— modern enterprise and freedom”, in elec- 
tions for France’s Chambers of Trade and 
Industry. 

Although the FN had hoped to win as many 
as 30 seats, it ended up with just one, in 
Evreux in Normandy. The FN’s failure to 
measure up to its own exaggerated expecta- 


tions is, however, no reason for complacency. 
In the commercial sector of the elections, the 
fascists took the votes of almost 30 per cent 
of the shopkeepers in the Paris region, 44 per 
cent in Evreux and 30 per cent in Marseille 
and Nice. 

In December the FN took part in the ballot 
for the national network of conciliation 
boards, using the name “cFNt (Coordination 
Francaise Nationale des  Travailleurs)”. 
Although it was not able to stand candidates 
in all regions, the “cFNt’ averaged 6.7 per 
cent of the vote and won 17 seats. 

Although the result looks feeble, this is the 
first time the FN has been able to contest 
these elections. Of the 17 seats won, six were 
on the employers’ side and 11 on the work- 
ers’ side. Not surprisingly, the fascists 
obtained their highest votes in those regions — 
Marseille, Nice and Lorraine — where the 
party is electorally strong. 
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NOTICES 


ITP 

The International Third Position held a con- 
ference in Britain last autumn. Were you 
there? Photographs and delegates’ list would 
be welcome. 


Facing Fascism, Antisemitism and 
Racism in the New Millennium 


A one-day international seminar, sponsored by the 
Spiro Institute and Searchlight Educational Trust. 


Sessions will include: 

@ The American right after the Oklahoma bomb trials. 
Leonard Zeskind, President of the Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights. 

@ German militarism and the Austrian elections. 

Graeme Atkinson, European editor of Searchlight and 
coordinator of Searchlight’s international network. 

@ The nazi terror machine and the peddlers of hate. 

Nick Lowles, television producer, author and expert on football 
violence. 

@ Origins of antisemitism and Holocaust denial. 

Trudy Gold of the Spiro Institute, leading educationalist on 
Holocaust Studies. 

® Brains trust session. 

Chaired by Gerry Gable, editor of Searchlight magazine. 


Sunday, 10 May 1998 


at The Spiro Institute c/o London University, 
Kidderpore Avenue, Hampstead, London NW3 


Registration at 10.30 am. Sessions 11am to 5pm 


Tickets £12.50, must be purchased in advance from the Spiro 
Institute (concessionary rates on enquiry) 









































Third Way 
Who were the Third Way delegates from 
Britain who attended an_ international 
gathering in the United States last year? A 
full list of others attending would also be 
appreciated. 


Roberto Fiore and Massimo Morsello 
Does anyone out there have a full or partial 
list of their business operations in Britain and 
abroad? 


Searchlight on the 
World Wide Web 


Have you visited Searchlight's 
web site yet? Anti-fascists 
worldwide are now making use 


of this facility. It includes plenty 
of current news as well as 
selected articles from past 
issues of the magazine. 


Visit us now on 
www.s-light.demon.co.uk 








When hate comes to town 
Community Responses to Racism and Fascism 


@ What can you do if racist and fascist activities affect your community? 

@ How can you support victims of racist attacks? 

@ What should you do if fascists are standing in elections? 

@ How do fascists infiltrate local organisations? 

@ What are your rights if you are racially harassed or attacked? 

@ How do racists recruit young people at football grounds and concerts? 

@ What does the law say about racism and how can you use it? 

@ How can you educate your community about the dangers of racial hatred? 

@ How can you organise successful anti-racist events and get publicity for your work? 
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experience of fighting racism and fascism to produce this 1 1 
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